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  Calendar Highlights: 

Full Calendar on Website 
 
September 2007 
  14   LWV VA Board  
  15   Fall Workshops 
 
October 2007 

9   Last Day to Register for  
 Fall Elections 

  15   VA Newsletter Deadline    
        Action Priorities Due 
 
November 2007 
    6   Election Day 
 
December 2007 
    4   LWV VA Board  
    5   Pre-session Women’s 
          Roundtable & luncheon     
 
January 2008 
    9    General Assembly  
 Convenes 
16, 23 Women’s Roundtable 
29 LWV VA Board 
30 League Day at General 

Assembly & Women’s 
Roundtable 

 
February 2008 
    1   Consensus due to LWVUS 
 3, 13 Women’s Roundtable 
  12    Presidential Primary 
20, 27 Women’s Roundtable 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____ 
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LWV of Virginia Fall Workshops 
Saturday, September 15, 2007 

James J. McCoart Administration Building 
(1 County Complex Court in Prince William).  
Off Route 3000, the Prince William Parkway 

Information on the new State Study plus 
Workshops on Membership Database Management, Voter Service, Program 

Planning and Citizen Advocacy. 
 

Registration Information: 
$15.00 for lunch 

Send Name, Address, Phone, Email Address, League and Payment to 
LWV-VA 

6415 Emerald Green Court, Centreville, VA 20121-3824 
*************************************************** ********  

       General Election 
November 6  -  Polls open from 6:00am to 7:00pm 
This year all General Assembly seats are on the ballot. 

*************************************************** *********** 

Pre-Session Women’s Legislative Roundtable 
December 5, 2007 in Richmond 

*************************************************** *********** 

Your Virginia Voter Going Digital 
See page 3. 

 

The VIRGINIA VOTER is published by the League of Women Voters of Virginia (LWV VA). 

The League of Women Voters of Virginia, a non-partisan, political organization encourages informed and active 
participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy 
through education and advocacy. 

President: Olga Hernandez  president@LWV-VA.org           Editor: Doris Tillman  lwv-dpt@earthlink.net      
Telephone/Fax:  703.831.8595         Email: info@LWV-VA.org    
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From the President’s Desk 
             Olga Hernandez, President 

 For members around the state who don’t 
know me, I am Olga Hernandez the new LWV-VA 
President.  I have served on the state board for three 
years and prior to that I served five years as 
President of the Fairfax League.   I have visited all 
the Local Leagues except for the Washington 
County MAL in the last two years, I promise to get 
to them sometime this League year!  I know many of 
your leaders and feel we can all work together to 
achieve our mission of voter education and advocacy 
based on our established positions.  I want to thank 
the nominating committee for recruiting such an 
experienced board, we have great plans to grow the 
League and provide new ways of communicating 
and enhancing our advocacy efforts.  The board list 
is included in this publication.  If you are a local 
board member connect with your counterpart on the 
state board, she may be of help to you.   

The Fall Workshops will be held on 
September 15 and we encourage as many members 
as possible to come.  You can read more information 
about these workshops elsewhere in this newsletter.   

Please make a point of frequently browsing 
our State website at www.LWV-VA.org for 
information in between Voter editions.  We are 
planning three editions this year Summer, Fall and 
Winter.  If we can save enough money by providing 
it via email we may be able to add a Spring edition 
in the future. 

We are still looking for a development/ 
fundraising person who can contact businesses to 
help fund our publications.  We also need a 
media/public relations person to get our message out 
and let the community know what we are doing.  If 
you can devote some time to help this effort we 
welcome a phone call.  
  I encourage all Leagues to have a website 
that is dynamic and especially up to date.  We have 
simplified the URL of our website so it can be 
recalled easily.   I encourage all Leagues to do the 
same.  All websites should have the League logo on 
the first page, that is the brand. McDonald’s does not 
open a store without the golden arches, neither 

should we.   Many times I am told we need to recruit 
younger members.  Well the web is where people go 
to seek information, so our virtual face needs to be 
attractive, informative and easy to get to and 
navigate.  If you need more information you can talk 
to your website hosting company or request your 
webmaster look into it.  Simple is better. 

Each League has been assigned a Liaison to 
the state board.  That person is your link to get 
questions answered or voice concerns and ideas, 
compliments are also welcome.  Please note who 
your liaison is and contact them if you have 
concerns, they are there to help your League be 
healthy and keep growing. 

The Pre-session Women’s Roundtable 
luncheon will be held on December 5 in Richmond.  
Save the date and plan to attend.  More details will 
be available at the Fall Workshops. 
 

New LWV of Virginia Study: 
Restoration of Civil Rights of Felons 
                                          Eileen M. Williams, Program 

Did you know that in Virginia, if you are 
convicted of a felony, you will lose your civil rights 
and they will not automatically be returned to you 
even after you have completed the conditions of the 
court-ordered sentence? This means you can not 
vote, you can not serve on a jury, and you may not 
be able to become licensed in certain professions.  

Did you know that by Constitution, only the 
governor of Virginia can restore your civil rights?  
After a certain period of time, you can request the 
governor to return your civil rights but this entails a 
lengthy process. The philosophical viewpoint of the 
governor about crime also impacts on the likelihood 
of your rights being returned. 

At the 2007 state convention, delegates 
approved a new two year study titled “Study of the 
Restoration of Civil Rights of Felons in Virginia”. 
Members will be asked to examine available 
information on the issue and determine how best to 
help the estimated 240,000-300,000 Virginians 
regain these rights. 

The September 15th workshop will inform us 
as to the types of crimes in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia that label a person as a felon and the current 
process to regain your civil rights if convicted of a 
felony. You will also learn what your Local League 
will be asked to do to participate in the study. Plan 
on sending several members to the Fall Workshops. 
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Fall Workshops    
Our State’s Fall Workshops will be held on 

September 15 in Prince William County, the 
location of our newest MAL.  The venue is the 
James J. McCoart Administration Building (1 
County Complex Court in Prince William) on the 
Prince William parkway Route 3000 off I95.  Due to 
tight deadlines more information, registration form 
and directions will be posted on the State website 
www.LWV-VA.org as soon as they are available.    

The Fall Workshops will feature a speaker 
about the Restoration of the Civil Rights of Felons 
study.  In addition, the workshops will include one 
on the National Membership Database led by Leslie 
Vandivere, who has it all figured out.� In the morning 
we will hold Voter Service and Program Planning 
workshop sessions.  In the afternoon, we will offer 
citizen advocacy training and more specifics on the 
civil rights study. Afterwards we will regroup for a 
dialogue with state board members for questions and 
suggestions.  

   

Women’s Legislative 
Roundtable Pre-session – December 5th  

Join us for the Pre-session launch of the 
Women’s Legislative Roundtable on Wednesday 
December 5 in Richmond.  Please help us reach 
others who may be interested by sharing your 
contact information for individual people and like 
minded civic organizations, so we can inform and 
invite them to the Women’s Roundtable (WRT) and 
other events. Pass contact information to 
president@LWV-VA.org . 
 

Voter Guides  
Local League’s Voter Guides, in addition to 

being on their Local League’s website, should also 
be posted to the National League’s Vote411 website 
www.vote411.org .  The multiple postings insure 
that more people will see the information.  
Remember the last big (where Senators are on the 
ballot) General Assembly election before 
redistricting is November 6, 2007. 

Please contact LWVUS  at lwv@lwv.org  to 
add your Local Voter Guide to the Vote411website. 

League Publication: “Your Virginia 
Government” 

The “Your Virginia Government” booklet 
provides a wonderful source for understanding our 
Virginia government, how it works, what it does for 
its citizens and what it expects from them.  These 
booklets are published by LWVVA and are available 
for sale to individuals and schools. Local Leagues 
may use these to help educate and inform their 
members and their public.  These booklets can be 
ordered by contacting Frances Schutz at 1685 Union 
Mill Road, Troy, VA 22974, or email at 
schutz67@earthlink.net .  She has graciously agreed 
to continue managing the sale, shipping and 
handling for the State League.  Individual copies are 
$3.50 plus tax of 5% and shipping/handling.   
 
Introduction to Electronic Newsletter 

Responding to the increase in postage, 
concern for the environment, clutter control and 
expediency the state board has elected to send the 
Voter to you via an electronic format to everyone for 
whom we have an email address.   This will not be 
an attachment, it will be a link or pointer you click 
on to get you to the state website (www.LWV-
VA.org) where our able webmistress, Sheryl Wolfe, 
has been posting each edition for the last few years.  
This will make finding your Voter easier, it won’t 
get lost in one of the “piles”.  Mailing each Voter via 
USPS even at bulk rate cost the state League about 
$1,600.  We hope to use the savings to develop and 
fund other efforts to accomplish the League mission.   

This Summer Edition is the last you will 
receive in paper form unless we do not have an 
email address, we thus encourage you to set one up.  
Those with email addresses will also get this issue in 
electronic format.  You’ll be surprised how much 
faster you will receive state information.  Please be 
aware that even if you don’t have email at home any 
public library in the Commonwealth of Virginia has 
computers and librarians who can help you set up a 
free email address.  Paper copies will continue for 
non-email members for the time being.    

Please keep your Local League’s 
membership chair advised of any change in your 
physical or electronic address.  Also make sure that 
you include our newsletter address in your electronic 
address book as some firewalls require that you 
accept email only from those known to you.  The 
newsletter will come via lwv-dpt@earthlink.net. 
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LWV of Virginia Website Update 

The new LWV VA  website address is  
www.LWV-VA.org , email is info@LWV-VA.org  
and phone number is 703-831-8595.  Please make 
sure you save these addresses in you electronic 
address book and favorites!  

The LWV VA website now includes links to 
information on the Virginia Congressional 
delegation including contact information and district 
maps. This information is found by selecting  
Elected Officials, then selecting Federal on the 
State League website. 
 

Be aware that the State League website has a 
members-only section where detail information, not 
for the public or non-members, is posted.  Please ask 
your President for the website address and visit it to 
keep in touch with our latest documents and plans 
for League member-only events.  Our newsletter will 
be posted on the public website for prospective 
members to view.   
  
Membership and Annual Dues  

The League year runs from July 1 to June 
30, of each year.   Local Leagues are encouraged 
(but not obligated) to use an annual due date (July 1) 
for all members instead of using individual 
anniversary dates that must be billed monthly.  This 
approach is less tracking/billing work for 
membership chairs. If the Local League desires, 
those members joining after the Per-Member-
Payment (PMP) count is taken may be given 
extensions to the following year, as the Local 
League will not owe PMP until then.  

The State Board voted to have all 
membership dues of Members-at-Large (MAL) 
Units and Virginia Members-at-Large that are not 
part of units, expire on the same anniversary date of 
June  30.  MAL dues are due July 1.  MAL members 
not renewing by September will be dropped from the 
membership database.   

 

Coalition Participation  
The state board has renewed our coalition 

participation with the following coalitions: 
Pro-Choice Coalition, Virginia Fair Trials (formerly 
the Indigent Defense Coalition), Juvenile Justice 
Coalition and Verifiable Voting Coalition. 
  

Equality Day August 26  
On August 24, 1920 the state legislature of 

Tennessee ratified the 19th Amendment by one vote.  
One representative changed his vote at the last 
minute after receiving a letter from his mother 
urging him to do the “right thing”.  President 
Woodrow Wilson signed the document amending 
the U.S. Constitution on August 26, 1920 without 
fanfare.  If you are female you can thank the 
suffragists who worked 72 years to accomplish this 
feat.  The entire General Assembly is up for election 
this year, make sure you use your power and 
encourage others to do the same.    

Vote November 6! 
 

Richmond Office Space for Rent 
The office space, previously used by the 

LWVVA in Richmond, is once again open for a new 
tenant.  If you know of any business that is 
interested in renting office space near the Capitol 
Square please let us know. The office has about 400 
square feet of space, with large built-in book 
shelves, three files cabinets, two desks, two 6-foot 
tables, three chairs, and a copier.  Call 703-831-8595 
for information. 

 

Fund Raising:  Travel Concepts   
Do you like to travel?  How about traveling 

with the League?   Travel Concepts International 
arranges fabulous tours to faraway destinations.  
They arrange small groups tours with expert local 
guides.  The best part is that many Leaguers from 
around the country use them for travel and $50 is 
donated for each traveler to be split between the 
state and the Local League.  This is the easiest and 
most enjoyable way to raise funds for both levels of 
League and as a bonus meet others Leaguer along 
the way.  Visit www.travelwiththeleague.com  or 
call 800-762-4216 for information.  Brochures will 
be available at the Fall Workshops. 
 
Capitol Steps  
The LWV of the National Capital Area offers an 
evening of laughs with the fabulous Capitol Steps 
Comedy group on Friday, Sept. 28, 2007 at 7:30 pm 
in the Reagan Building located at 1300 Pennsylvania 
Avenue in D.C.  Tickets are $40 and can be obtained 
through the NCA.  When requesting tickets identify 
your name, address, phone, league and number of 
tickets requested.  Please send request to Barbara 
Sherrill, 4826 N. 17th Street, Arlington, VA  22207. 
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Updated State Officers and Directors List 
The LWV VA Convention was held in April. The resulting LWV VA Officers and Directors for 2007 are 

identified below.  Local League Board member, please feel free to contact the corresponding State League 
member for assistance. The State Directory will be available at the Fall Workshops. 
 

LWV VA OFFICERS 

President 
Olga Hernandez 
6415 Emerald Green Ct. 
Centreville ,VA  20121-3824  
703-815-1897  
president@LWV-VA.org  

 

1st V. P, Action 
Lynn Gordon 
928 E Goodview Dr 
Virginia Beach, VA  23464 
Ph & fax: 757-523-6278 
gordlyn.lwv@gmail.com  
 

2nd V.P.,  
Legislative Coordinator 
Anne Sterling 
7104 Wheeler Road 
Richmond, VA  23229 
804- 285-8354 
nimbleleap@aol.com  
 

Secretary  
Bonnie Franklin 
3076 S Woodrow Street,  
APT A-2 
Arlington, VA  22206 
703-578-1935 
bfrank317@aol.com  
 

Treasurer 
Therese Martin  
1598 North Village Road 
Reston, VA  20194  
703-471-6364  
tbmartin4@verizon.net   

 

 

 

 

LWV VA DIRECTORS 

Arrangements 
Lynn Johnston 
605 Ridgetop Road 
Richmond, VA 23229 
804-282-6512 
lynncastle1@aol.com  
 
Legislative Coordinator 
Anne Sterling 
7104 Wheeler Road 
Richmond, VA  23229 
804-285-8354 
nimbleleap@aol.com  
 

Membership 
Anne Kanter 
1008 Heather Hill Court 
McLean, VA  22101 
703-448-6626                           
akanter@cox.net                                                                   
 

Program 
Eileen Williams 
4141 North Henderson #1226 
Arlington, VA 22203 
703-351-6584 
emwill1@ix.netcom.com  
  
Voter Service 
Sue Worden  
1120 Madison St. 
Alexandria, VA 22314  
703-683-5155 
dwworden@comcast.net   
 

Project Assistant 
Kay McQuie 

 

 

 

 

Off-Board-Special Tasks 
 

Nominating Committee 
Betsy Mayr, Chair 
1109 Nickels Pl SW 
Leesburg, VA 20175-4331 
Tel (h) 703-777-9425 
Tel (w) 540-347-6976 
Tel (c) 703-624-3924 
Emayr59433@aol.com  
 

Robin Gilbert  
425 Peace Haven Dr.  
Norfolk, VA 23502  
757- 233-0628 
msrob46@aol.com  
 

Kathryne Thompson  
7953 Mountain Laurel Trail  
Gloucester, VA 23061  
804-694-3966 
chuckkatieth@aol.com  
 

Voter Editor 
Doris Tillman 
108 Cove Point Lane 
Williamsburg, VA  23185 
757-565-7332 
lwv-dpt@earthlink.net  
 

Webmaster 
Sheryl Wolfe 
11210 St. Pauls Road  
Remington, VA 22734 
540-439-9501 
smwolfe@hughes.net  
 

Civil Rights of Felons Study  
Molly McClenon, Chair 
712 Riverside Drive 
Lynchburg, VA 24503 
434-384-7430 
mcclenon@cstone.net  

   



 

        

Voter Service             Sue Worden, Voter Service 
2007 is a big election year here in Virginia; all 140 seats of the General Assembly are up for this election.  

League members and Local Leagues should take this opportunity to be visible in their communities this fall.  
After all, smooth and fair elections are a cornerstone of our organization. 

Leagues should be aware that as part of HAVA and Virginia election laws, the State Board of Elections 
(SBE) is required to review and update the state-wide voters list.  The List is reviewed to add newly registered 
voters and to purge names of persons no longer eligible to vote (eg. Persons whose mail has been return, persons 
who have moved out of jurisdictions etc).  The process involves checking both names, addresses, and other 
identifiers such as social security numbers.  SBE sends the registrars in each jurisdiction a list of its citizens who 
they believe need to be purged from the voters list.  It is the responsibility of the local registrar to notify, by mail, 
any voter before verifying a purge of the voter list.  Usually the proposed purge list is also sent to the local 
political parties.  If the voter doesn’t respond to the notice the name is dropped from the list.  Remember that if a 
voter has not voted in two consecutive federal election cycles he or she will become inactive and purged from the 
list.  On election day if an eligible voter’s name is not on the registration list he/she can still vote, using a 
provisional ballot.  League’s can help locally by educating citizens of this process in cooperation with their local 
registrar’s office.  Most regular voters will not be affected by this purge process. 

Here are a few suggestions of how local Leagues can work in educating their communities which might 
be of use as the fall election season progresses.  I urge all local Leagues to develop a “What’s on the Ballot” 
document.  This is an easy way to be visible and educate voters, especially in smaller jurisdictions.  It should 
include a listing of who is running for which offices, both state and local, including the party each represents, and 
any local issue and/or bonds that will be on the ballot.  Be sure to include the LWV logo, the local League’s name 
and the League’s non-partisan policy prominently displayed at the top.  The sheet can be distributed at libraries, 
grocery stores, transit stops etc.  Leagues can also consider holding forums or debates, and/or publishing Voter 
Guides with the questions the League poses to all the candidates and the candidate’s response.  

There will be a workshop on Voter Service issues at the September 15th Fall Workshops.  
Hope to see you there! 
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