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Calendar Highlights: 
For full details on events 
    see web site  
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    and select ‘ Calendar’.   
 
April  2010 

12 Last Day to Register to 
   Vote for City/Town 
    Elections 
21     General Assembly 2010 
    Session Reconvenes 
30  LWV-VA Board Meet 
 

May   
1 LWV-VA Council 
4     City/Town Elections 
8  LWV-NCA Annual 
      Meeting 
17 Last Day to Register to 
    Vote for Primary 
 

June 
8 Primary Election 
11 LWVUS 49th Annual  
     Convention 
 

July  
1     Responses Due on  
     Consensus Questions  

 

November 
2     General Election 
 

December 
1      Women’s Roundtable 

          Pre-session 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____ 

 
 
 

 
2010 League of Women Voters of Virginia 

Council 
 

Final Call 
 

Saturday, May 1 

9:00a.m. to 3:00p.m. 

   Lynchburg, VA 

Cost $35 per person 
 

Details on page 4 and registration on page 11 
Registration Required by April 15  

 

Special event planned for evening of April 30. 
 

************************************************************ 
 

LWVUS 49th Annual Convention 
 

June 11-15 
 

Atlanta, Georgia 
 

The LWVUS invites all members to join fellow Leaguers from 50 states, the 
Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and Hong Kong to celebrate 90 remarkable years of 

League achievements and chart the course for the next biennium of  
League programs. 

 

  

The VIRGINIA VOTER is published by the League of Women Voters of Virginia (LWV-VA). 

The League of Women Voters of Virginia, a non-partisan, political organization encourages informed and active 
participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy 
through education and advocacy. 

President: Olga Hernandez  president@LWV-VA.org       Editor: Doris Tillman votereditor@LWV-VA.org       
Telephone/Fax:  703.831.8595     Website:  www.LWV-VA.org     

 

���������	�
������ �



 

THE VIRGINIA VOTER Page 2 Spring 2010        

 
 
From the President’s Desk 

Olga Hernandez, President LWV-VA 
 

The new decade came in like a lion, though 
we should have seen it coming.  On December 18 
the Commonwealth was pummeled by a record 
breaking snow storm that dumped more than two 
feet in many locations across Virginia.  It was 
followed by two blizzards in late January and 
February.  Cabin fever set in for many, now we 
await the re-resurgence of spring and the daffodils 
and crocus breaking ground.  

Even the General Assembly shut down early 
one session in anticipation of the weather punch.  
But they finally got a budget passed only one day 
late, trimming and cutting over $4 billion.   

Our League continues to expand into new 
regions with the establishment of the Virginia 
Peninsula MAL in Hampton.  We welcome them 
and encourage their commitment.   

Though we have this new MAL we have 
seen the numbers of our other Leagues membership 
slide.  We remind Leaguers that we need to welcome 
new members with new bright ideas to continue the 
work we so value.  The League is a unique 
organization that is truly non-partisan, some would 
say centrist, in our approach to governance.  I 
recently received an email from a Haymarket 
resident who was meeting with friends and is 
concerned with the partisan discourse.   She wrote: 
“At our first meeting today, we discussed the need 
for informing the voters of both local issues and 
local candidates.  Some of us are originally from 
other states and it was the general consensus that 
the League of Women Voters has been the "gold 
standard" in generating this information.” 

Our Voter Service is the main draw to the 
League for many.  All the MAL units that have been 
started during my tenure have done so with an 
interest of doing Voter Service.  They came together 
to conduct forums and or educate their communities 
on how their government works.  The way we study 
issues before advocating give us credibility.  But to 
do these important projects we need more 

involvement from our members.  Dividing these 
tasks makes lite work for all.   Join us by serving on 
a committee or volunteer to serve on the board.  We 
need you! 

����������������  

 
*****************************************  

2010-2011 Legislative Directories Now 
Available 
 

The new Legislative Directories have been 
printed and distributed to local Leagues and at the 
General Assembly.  They were slightly delayed due 
to the late committee assignments from the House of 
Delegates.  If you need a copy contact your local 
League or send a self addressed stamped envelope to 
the LWV-VA office at P.O. Box 621, Centreville, 
VA  20122-0621. 

 
*****************************************  
Census, We can’t move forward until 
you mail it back! 
�

The Census forms should have arrived to 
your residence by now. Every one will get a form of 
only ten questions which should take no more than 
ten minutes to complete.   It is important that you sit 
with your family to fill out the form and get it back 
in the mail ASAP.  If you have elderly family or 
neighbors encourage them to fill it out too.  A full 
count is imperative to assure Virginia of getting all 
the federal allocation it is entitled.   The cost of the 
Census increases with every enumerator that has to 
visit a location because a household did not return 
the form.  Virginia is one of the first states to receive 
the count back as we prepare our 
redistricting/reapportionment map for the 2011 
elections.     
 Besides the short form, which every 
household and living quarters will get, the American 
Community Survey will be mailed to a rolling 
sample of homes every month between the decennial 
Census to obtain more specific demographic data 
from an ever changing population.  They have been 
using this survey since 2005.  You are required to 
complete that form also if you should receive it.   
Remember all information is confidential and kept 
so for 72 years.   
 For more Census information visit the 
official website at www.Census.gov . 
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Women’s Roundtable Forum 
 

The Pre-session of the Women’s Roundtable 
was very well attended last December. The morning 
session had over 18 activist speakers and two 
administration personnel address the group.  At the 
afternoon luncheon we heard from an advisor of the 
McDonnell administration, and current Assistant to 
the Governor for Commonwealth Preparedness, 
Terrie Suit, on “Perspectives of the New 
Administration”.  Republican Delegate James 
Massie, a business man, also gave a preview of the 
newly invigorated House of Delegates coming after 
they picked up six seats in the November election.   

We continue our tradition of moderating the 
Women’s Roundtable (WRT) during the session and 
are listed in the official meeting calendar of both the 
House and Senate.  Attendees were enlightened by 
many legislators of both parties that spoke to our 
audience.  They explained bills, budget processes 
and other aspects of the session.   

 During League Lobby Day, which is 
conducted on a Wednesday, to coincide with the 
WRT, we had a great workshop on how to follow 
the budget on the Legislative website.  The AAUW 
also held their lobby day in tandem.  Thanks to Anne 
Sterling for making all the arrangement for WRT 
speakers, and the workshop.  She is truly our gem at 
the G.A. 

A big thank you to Senator Mary Margaret 
Whipple for her continued sponsorship of the WRT. 
Her support allows us to meet weekly at the G.A. 
building and at the Capitol building.  Also, a big 
thank you to Delegate Vivian Watts who sponsored 
our use of House Room 3 for the Pre-session 
meeting.  She is a consistent attendee to the weekly 
WRT.   

We encourage you to save the date of 
December 1, 2010 for our next Pre-session luncheon 
in Richmond.   

****************************************** 
Reminder:  Elections May 4th  

In Virginia, Cities and Towns will be 
holding elections on May 4th.  This includes seats in 
City Council and Board of Supervisors.  April 12 is 
the registration deadline. 

 

 
President Olga Hernandez &  

Delegate Charniele Herring at the WRT 

90 Years and Counting 
 

The LWV-VA was honored to have two 
resolutions passed at the General Assembly in honor 
of our 90th anniversary and the passage of the 19th 
amendment 90 years ago. 
 Delegate Charniele Herring of Alexandria 
(HJ210) and Senator Janet Howell of Reston (SJ44) 
carried the resolutions.   The texts of both are posted 
on our website www.LWV-VA.org .  We thank 
these legislators, and those that co-sponsored these 
bills, for their support and recognition of our work 
and longevity.    

Delegate Herring attended the Women’s 
Roundtable on March 3rd where she read the 
resolution to the audience.   
 

****************************************** 

  New MAL Recognized 
 
We welcome the new Virginia Peninsula 

Members at Large unit led by Carole Garrison.   
This new group boasts 22 new members in the 
Hampton, Virginia area.  They have already 
organized their first candidate forum and are 
engaged in issues in their community.  They even 
have plans to launch their own website! 

Congratulations to their officers for stepping 
up to serve and lead this group:  Teddie Jo Ryan, 
Vice President; Amanda Levy, Secretary; Teresa 
Sellers, Treasurer and Bill Sellers, Newsletter 
Editor. 
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LWV-VA Book: Virginia Women & 
the Vote 1909-2009  
 

All members should have received your 
copy of the book by now.  If you have not, please 
contact your local League’s president to make 
arrangements to get your copy.  Each League was 
also sent enough books for each member and to 
provide a copy to each public library in their 
jurisdiction.  Members without local Leagues were 
mailed their books.   In addition, a copy of the book 
was sent to the libraries of the colleges and 
universities located in Virginia.   Each legislator to 
the General Assembly was also provided a copy for 
their offices.   If you would like extra copies we 
have more left and can be sent to you for a ten dollar 
donation the LWV-VA.  Send your request to P.O. 
Box 621, Centreville, VA  20122. 

We have received very positive comments 
about the book.  Thanks again to Bernice Colvard, 
the author, for all her work on this project.   
 We note an omission in the book regarding 
Former Delegate Viola Baskerville.  In the 2000s 
she served as co-chair of former Governor Timothy 
Kaine’s 2005 transition team and then as Secretary 
of Administration in his cabinet.  We regret we did 
not include this in the publication.  
 You may notice that the photo of one 
president is missing from page 48.  I have finally 
been successful in contacting a family member and 
hope to have Mrs. Dorothy Burrough’s photo soon.  
She served as LWV-VA president from 1951-54. 
 

****************************************** 

 
 
Historical Records Recovered 
 

Thanks to Isabelle Weber, long time 
member and former president of the Alexandria 
League, we have received LWV-VA newsletters and 
other documents from the 1960s.  The documents 
will be sent to the archives at the Library of 
Virginia.   

 
 

Final Call to LWV-VA Council 2010 
 

LWV-VA Council as decreed in our bylaws 
is a gathering of Presidents and one delegate from 
each League.  The meeting will be hosted by the 
Lynchburg League at the Holiday Inn downtown.   
The LWV-VA board will be meeting on April 30th 
from noon until 4pm at the hotel.   
 Cost of Council will be $35.00 per attendee 
and is the same cost as 2007.  The Registration Form 
is on page 11 of this newsletter and can also be 
found on the LWV-VA website ( www.lwv-va.org ). 

The Council meeting will begin at 9 with 
coffee and registration.  There will be a President’s 
breakfast at 8 am May 1st.   
 We invite all attendees to join us for dinner 
on the 30th from 6 to 8 pm and a lovely reception at 
the Academy of Fine Arts across from the hotel from 
8-9 pm.   This is an opportunity to network and 
mingle with Leaguers from across the state.   
 

Details: Academy of Fine Arts Event (Before 
Council)  

The Academy of Music in Lynchburg is the 
only building of six Wells Theaters in Virginia still 
standing. “During the Lynchburg Academy’s best 
years (early 1900’s), the Wells organization was the 
most influential theatrical entity in the South.   The 
other Academy of Music theaters in the Wells circuit 
were located in Richmond, Newport News, 
Petersburg, Roanoke and Norfolk. 

In 1958 it closed its doors for good, “done in 
by television and the flight from downtown to the 
suburbs.” Various organizations were formed to 
preserve and restore the Academy but major work 
did not begin until about 2000.  Happily this 
coincided with increased interest in downtown 
revitalization. During this same period, the 
Lynchburg Fine Arts Center possessed an outdated 
facility sitting on valuable land.  So in 2003, the land 
was sold and the Academy of Music and the Fine 
Arts Center merged to become the Academy of Fine 
Arts.  See  www.academyfinearts.com for more 
information. 

As might be expected, a number of Leaguers 
were involved in these revitalization efforts. 

Please join us Friday night, April 30 from 
8:00 pm to 9:00 pm in the Academy Main Street 
Gallery to view a nationally juried show and meet 
and hear from some of the Leaguers involved. 
Finally, you can tour the historic Academy building 
and learn about its restoration.  
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A Few Good Leaguers are Needed to 
Help with the Virginia’s Election 
Laws: An Update Study 

Betsy Mayr, Chair Election Laws Study Committee 
 

We are at the halfway mark and have 
assembled six of the best minds, talent, skilled 
craftsmen and committed Leaguers in Virginia but I 
am sure there are many more Leaguers who have the 
talent and skills to give us a hand on the last half of 
the update study.  The next part of the study will 
involve absentee voting, elections including polling 
places and we have a need for those willing to 
prepare research, write and conduct questionnaire 
sessions with Registrars, Electoral Board Members 
and some Election Officers. We do not meet face to 
face; we do our work by email and/or conference 
calls. Studies are one of the most important aspects 
of our League work; the more members who 
participate, give ideas and enter into the discussion 
means we have a stronger product and position to 
give our members.  Please contact Betsy Mayr 
Emayr59433@aol.com  for more information or to 
agree to give us a hand for the next year.  
 
****************************************** 
New Deadline for Voter Registration 
 

As of January 1, 2010, the deadline for 
registering to vote has been reduced to 22 days 
before an election.  This means that potential voters 
will have more days in which to register to vote than 
before when the deadline was 29 days before an 
election.  The legislation authorizing this change was 
passed by the 2009 General Assembly and took 
effect January 1. See the table below and make sure 
Leaguers who are running registration drives know 
the rules. Chart is from the SBE website. 

 

Registration Deadlines: ����������	
�����

����������  
��������������� ��
���	��������������� �

����	��� ������������	��
������������

 	�!�	�� ������������	��
���������

"������� �#����������	��
���������

"�������$�����������%��
��&�	��	'� �(����������	���������� �

 

   
WinVote Equipment file photo 
 

Justice Tells Election Equipment 
Company to Divest 
From Election Online Weekly, a project of the Pew Charitable Trust. 
�

The Justice Department said it will require 
Election Systems & Software (ES&S) to sell off key 
assets following a merger that left the firm in control 
of more than 70 percent of U.S. voting equipment 
systems.  The federal government and nine state 
attorney generals filed a lawsuit in March saying the 
combination last September of ES&S and its biggest 
competitor harms competition. According to the 
Associated Press, under a proposed settlement, 
ES&S would sell voting equipment system assets it 
bought from Premier Elections Solutions Inc., a 
subsidiary of Diebold Inc. The proposed settlement, 
to which both sides have agreed, must be approved 
by a federal judge before it becomes final. The assets 
include the means to produce all versions of 
Premier's hardware and software that record, 
tabulate, transmit or report votes. The proposed 
settlement will restore competition, provide a greater 
range of choices and create incentives to provide 
secure, accurate and reliable voting equipment 
systems, said Molly S. Boast, deputy assistant 
attorney general for the Justice Department's 
antitrust division. The state attorneys general who 
joined in the lawsuit were from Arizona, Colorado, 
Florida, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New 
Mexico, Tennessee and Washington.  
 
****************************************** 

Travel with the League 
 
Travel Concepts International is a travel 

agency that conducts wonderful cultural tours to 
faraway places and contributes to the League a 
stipend for every member that vacations with them.  
Get more information at www.serioustraveler.com 
or by calling 800-762-4216.   
  LWV-VA members that have traveled with 
this company have rave reviews of their experience. 
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Legislative Report:  General Assembly 
Session of 2010 

Anne Sterling, 2nd VP & Legislative Coordinator 
 
State Budget: The $70 billion biennial budget 
passed on March 14.  The Veto Session will be April 
21.  The twelve budget conferees held extraordinary 
power, this year, to affect the lives of Virginians.  
The document shows cuts to K-12 education and 
Medicaid, while protecting higher education to some 
degree.  But in the main, major efforts were made to 
keep as much of the safety net as possible intact– in 
a year of drastic cutbacks. 
 

Bipartisan redistricting :  Our top priority again, 
was a bipartisan redistricting bill.   

At a bipartisan press conference where 
LWV-VA participated, legislators like Sen. Jill 
Vogel (R), Sen. Creigh Deeds (D), and Del. Ken 
Plum (D), called on the new Governor, Bob 
McDonnell, to support his choice of the bills filed.  
The Governor did not respond, however.  On the 
Senate side, the Vogel bill (SB626) got rolled into 
the Deeds bill, (SB173).  Although Sen. Deeds has 
introduced similar bills for the past seven years, 
some felt a Republican-sponsored bill might have 
had a better chance to survive in the Republican-
dominated House.   

The Senate passed the Deeds bill as 
expected, but in the House Privileges & Elections 
(P&E) Subcommittee, it was defeated along party 
lines, as in previous years.  An effort was made by 
Del. Jim Scott (D) to bring the bill before the House 
full P & E Committee for another hearing.  That 
motion was defeated, so the bill died.  

Having lost the battle, we will encourage the 
House and Senate to hold adequate hearings around 
Virginia–before sitting down to refashion voting 
districts.   Del. Chris Jones (R) noted that public 
hearings in 2000 were compressed into a two-day 
period.  Leaguers should testify at these hearing in 
2011.     

Ban on buying touch screen voting equipment: 
An effort to overturn the ban on purchase of any new 
touch screen voting devices was foiled, with the 
League’s help.  Working with the Verifiable Voting 
Coalition of Virginia, we were able to amend the 
bills carried by Sen. Toddy Puller (D), Del. David 
Toscano (D) and others to carve out very small 
exception of the ban.  But when opponents 
discovered our coalition had kept the bills minimal, 
they turned to a Senate budget amendment, a 

behind-the-scenes move which would have had the 
effect of fully overturning the ban. Budget 
amendments are notoriously more difficult to defeat 
than bills, because the budget process is less 
transparent.  However, working with the Coalition’s 
lobbyist, we mounted a campaign to convince 
budget makers that this amendment was a very bad 
idea. Our legislative coordinator, informed one of 
the budget conferees regarding this matter, he was 
unaware of the background of the issue.  In a move 
that rarely happens,  there was a request on the 
Senate floor by Sen. Deeds to take the amendment 
“out of the block” to be dealt with separately.  Sen. 
Deeds made the request, joined by Sen. Stephen 
Martin (R).  Explaining that “legislating through the 
budget” is bad policy– and noting the amendment 
would undo the three-year ban desired by both 
parties– the two senators requested a separate vote 
on that single amendment– and by voice vote, 
defeated the amendment!  It should be emphasized 
that such a maneuver is hardly ever successful.   

A Sunshine bill:   A bill (HR2) to require the 
Legislative Information System (LIS) to add a 
feature showing voting records of every delegate – 
in, committee and on the floor– was co-sponsored by 
Del. Jim LeMunyon (R) and Mark Keam (D).  The 
bill was left in the Rules committee. The freshman 
class of 20 new delegates agreed to vote together on 
sunshine bills– an interesting tactic.     

Suspending administrative regulations: The 
environmental community was unhappy about this 
bill carried by Sen. Frank Wagner (R) (SB442).  It 
would have allowed legislative committees, with the 
concurrence of the Governor, to suspend all or part 
of any administrative regulation without further 
hearing until the next legislative session.  Designed 
to give the Governor leeway to make things easier 
for corporations to locate in VA, it could nonetheless 
have nullified regulations in which much effort had 
been invested.  It was defeated. 

Voting related bills: A number of bills affecting 
absentee voting and voter registration were 
considered this year.  Many would have made voting 
more difficult.  Several bills to allow no-excuse 
absentee voting were finally defeated.  Deadline 
revisions for absentee ballots to conform to the 
Military Overseas Voter Empowerment (MOVE) 
Act were enacted. 

Choice license plate: A new specialty license plate 
“Trust Women, Respect Choice” (to counter the 
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“Choose Life” license plate) was carried by Sen. 
Janet Howell (SB704).  After much drama, with the 
House trying to divert the funds away from Planned 
Parenthood, the bill passed in both houses.  In 
passing this bill, legislators avoided a promised law 
suit from ACLU on Constitutional grounds of the 
state not being allowed to favor any one category of 
free speech above another.  It is awaiting the 
governor’s signature. 

Relaxation of gun laws: Efforts to close the gun 
show loophole again failed. Bills to allow guns 
“secured” in cars and bars passed.  However, more 
extreme efforts to outlaw employers from forbidding 
their workers to bring guns to work, leaving them in 
their autos in the parking lot, were PBI’d (passed by 
indefinitely).  Efforts to overturn the one-gun-per-
month purchase law, dating from Governor Doug 
Wilder’s administration, were defeated.   

During the meeting of the House 
subcommittee where these gun bills were considered 
it became clear that numerous citizens in the small 
conference room were “packing heat.”  At what 
point does the presence of pro-gun people–toting 
guns in the legislature–become intimidation of 
lawmakers and citizens with opposing viewpoints? 

A day-long symposium on gun laws in 
Virginia–and the nation– and their effects, is being 
considered by LWV-VA for next Fall, with co-
sponsoring organizations.  

A number of other bills: Other legislation on which 
the State League holds positions were monitored.  
Work on choice issues, safety net issues, 
environment, health care, education, and juvenile 
justice were on our radar screen.  Our friends in non-
profits in these fields knew they could call on us 
occasionally, if needed.  We exchanged information 
and strategy suggestions, as always during the 
session.  

 
Earl Meese 

Our Former President Lulu Meese’s 
husband, Earl Meese, passed away after a long battle 
with cancer. The LWV-VA paid our respects at his 
memorial service held in Waynesboro in January.  
He was a long time General Electric Engineer the 
strong man behind a strong woman.  Several board 
members and long time Leaguers who served with 
Lulu attended.  I’m sure she would appreciate a call 
or card to keep in contact.  Call or email the state 
office for her contact information. 

LWVUS Convention 
 

LWVUS Convention will be held June 11-
15 in Atlanta, Georgia.  Delegations from every state 
and many local Leagues will be attending to decide 
the next study proposal, vote on a budget and policy 
on dues and other matters.  Meeting with other 
Leaguers from around the country is a learning 
experience.   I encourage each League to send a full 
compliment of delegates as allowed.  If you are 
interested in attending, contact your local League to 
see if a slot is available.   You can also attend as an 
observer.  A briefing for delegates and attendees will 
be held at the end of the LWV-VA Council meeting 
in Lynchburg on May 1.   

Visit the www.LWV.org  website for more 
Convention registration information and consider 
signing up for the convention information list serve. 

 
****************************************** 
2010 LWV-NCA Convention 
 

The League of Women Voters of the 
National Capital Area (LWV-NCA) will hold their 
Convention on Saturday, May 8 from 9:30 to 1:30 at 
Clyde’s of Gallery Place Restaurant, Piedmont 
Room, 707 Seventh Street, NW, Washington DC.  
The guest speaker is Ann Kornblut, Washington 
Post, author of “Notes from the Cracked Ceiling”.  
The cost is $40, make checks payable to LWV-NCA 
and mail to Andrea Gruhl, 5990 Jacob’s Ladder, 
Columbia, MD 21045-3817 include name, address, 
phone, email address, local League identification 
and delegate status.  The deadline for receipt of 
registration is May 3rd.  Questions concerning the 
event may be sent to andreagruhl@aol.com or 301-
596-5460.  Further information may be found at 
http://www.lwvnca.org  
 

 
“Granny D.”  

Doris "Granny D" Haddock, age 100, passed 
away Tuesday, March 9, 2010.  As a nonagenarian 
in 2000 she walked across the United States in a 
successful effort to promote the passage of the 
McCain-Feingold Campaign Finance Reform Act.  
She later ran for office in New Hampshire and 
without party support or funding garnered 34% of 
the vote.  A true active citizen.  
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        LWV-VA ELECTION LAWS STUDY  
 
Timeline for Election Laws Study 
 
 

At the May 2009 Convention, the League of Women Voters of Virginia adopted a two year update study 
and review of its current positions on Virginia’s election laws.  The first year of the study looks at voter 
registration, provisions for voting by military and overseas voters, and the governmental structure responsible for 
administering elections in the Commonwealth.  During the second year, attention will be directed to the elections 
themselves.  The Study Committee has made progress and the following information details the current timeline 
and plans: 

In mid-April, the Study Committee will post an updated study on the LWV-VA website in the members-
only area.  Also, the Study will be provided to the local Leagues for distribution to their members.   

At the May LWV-VA Council Meeting, the Study Committee will present a briefing and overview. 
By July 1st, the Committee requests that local Leagues return their responses to the Consensus Questions.  

(A complete set of Consensus Questions are included below.)  Members who are unable to attend their local 
League’s Consensus meetings or Members-at-Large (MAL) may reply to the questions directly to the LWV-VA 
after reading the study which will be posted to the members-only website by mid April. Contact the office at 703-
831-8595 or infor@LWV-VA.org , for the website URL. 

In August the LWV-VA Board will review the consensus questions/responses and propose updates to our 
positions based on the first year of the study. 

 
******************************************************************************* 

Consensus Questions for Election Laws Study 
(If you reply as an individual we need to know your League or MAL unit name or your location.)  

�

1. Do you approve the following overall statement (taken from League of Women Voters principles) for the 
League of Women Voters of Virginia position on election laws? 
 
The League of Women Voters of Virginia believes that democratic government depends on the informed 
and active participation of its citizens; that voting is a right and responsibility; and  that election laws, 
regulations, and administrative procedures should be designed and uniformly applied, with adequate 
funding available, to facilitate and increase voter participation throughout Virginia. 
 
Yes ____________ Yes, with changes ______________________         
 
If “yes with changes,” what changes would you propose? 
 

2.    a.  What sources and methods of funding would you support to provide equal and easy access to voter 
registration?   Do you believe that funding for Virginia’s voter registration system should be provided: 

·  Totally by the Commonwealth, or 
·  Shared by the Commonwealth and localities? 
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b.   What sources and methods of funding would you support to provide equal and easy access for 
voting in  federal and statewide elections?  Do you believe that funding for Virginia’s election system 
should be provided: 

·  Totally by the Commonwealth, or 
·  Shared by the Commonwealth and localities? 

 
3.  Please respond yes or no to each of the following and explain if necessary.   

 Do you believe that voter registration is necessary to: 
·  Facilitate the voting process 
·  Prevent voter fraud 
·  Other: 
 

4.  Do you believe that voter registration as carried out in Virginia affects voter turnout?   
 

5. Which of the following voter registration measures would you support to increase voter participation in 
Virginia?  (you may select more than one)   

a. No voter registration 
b. Same (election) day  registration 

·  At the county/city central elections office 
·  At the precinct polling place 

c. Decreased time between the registration deadline and election day 
d. Online registration 
e. Statutory requirements that election officials carry out a vigorous voter registration program 

covering all eligible Virginia citizens 
f. Universal voter registration of all Virginia residents who are U.S. citizens upon their 18th birthday 
g. Other: 

 
6. Please answer following questions. 

a. Do you support voter registration affiliation by party? 
b. Do you oppose voter registration affiliation by party? 
 

��  Virginia’s definition of residency for the purpose of voting requires individuals to have both domicile and 
abode. In August, 2009, the SBE adopted a policy to establish uniform interpretation, broad construction, 
presumption of intent and consistent application of the requirements to assure all citizens of their right to 
vote.  Do you support application of this statewide policy to determine voter residency, rather than policy 
set by local registrars?�

Reminder:  Responses must be received by July 1, 2010 
 

You must supply your League or unit’s name or your location. 
Email responses to Betsy Mayr at emayr59433@aol.com 

Or mail to 1109 Nickels Place, S.W. 
Leesburg, VA  20175-4331 
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Delegate Watts’ Speech on the Floor of the House of Delegates 
One of the fascinating things about attending the General Assembly during session is observing and 

listening to the speeches made from the Assembly floor. On Feb. 26 Delegate Watts delivered this speech on floor 
of the House in comment of the budget and other proceedings this session.  We are printing it in its entirety, these 
are her word as spoken.  Delegate Watts is an LWV member and a frequent attendee to the Women’s Roundtable.�

Delegate Vivian Watts House of Delegate floor speech as delivered February 26, 2010:  
          I heard some great floor speeches yesterday. I thought the last thing anyone needed was still 
another speech ... Especially, the one I wanted to give. Then, in the midst of our voting, I tri ed to find 
where K-I2 re-benchmarking was restored. I tried and I tried.  
          I thought I knew, after all, being the nerd I am, I'd downloaded the amendments Sunday night and 
began trying to digest them immediately. Much later last night, I finally found the amendment. It was 
buried in the middle of the 33-page "Blob" of 65 distinct amendments all lumped together. Two lines 
saying A.4 was deleted ... No explanation (as there would have been if it had been on of the separate 
amendments) ... Not even an identifying word. No logic why the amendment for A.4 came after 
amendments for A.11, A. 15, A. 20, etc. No logic why after A.4, the next big amendment takes up what 
should have led off the whole li st of 26 amendments controlling how we will fund local schools, which 
started 3 pages back and ends 5 pages later.  
          This (1) intentional obfuscation is but the most recent barr ier facing all but a very few members of 
this House as we try to each represent a different part of this Commonwealth's diversity.  
          It is bad enough that the intricate, complex school funding formula that defines how our different 
needs are addressed appears only in the over 400 pages of budget fine print. It is (2) not written in the 
Virginia Code and whatever policy guidance may be in the Code can be - and increasingly is, as in so 
many other areas - summarily (3) over-ridden by a "notwithstanding" clause in the Budget.  
          Having complex policy control only in the budget and having laws that we have fully debated 
routinely over-ridden is a major obstacle in normal years. But, in this most crucial year, layer after layer 
of inclusive review and debate that normally precedes our floor action on education and other crucial 
issues was summarily cut out.  
          (4) No subcommittee reports meant no give and take between members who have built up expertise, 
who represent diverse views. 
            (5) Sub-committee meeting after sub-committee meeting cancelled meant that the public could not 
hear where delegates were on-point and where a member might benefit from additional information, 
much less, how (6) staff interpretation of policy would play out on the ground.  
          The Department of Education won't have impact sheets for us until sometime next week. 
          Producing those spreadsheets from words on paper is what revealed the major error in 2008 in the 
House Budget language. Outside review matters and the sooner concrete proposals can be critiqued, the 
better.  
            (7) Lack of detailed budget amendments from the Governor meant public input was cut in half from 
the get-go. Somehow we lost the discipline the Republican controlled Appropriations committee exercised 
in insisting that in-coming Democratic (8) governors get their budget amendments within the first ten 
days. Those detailed amendments allowed robust dialogue on competing methodologies. What were the 
un-intended consequences of one tweak versus another? So often, it is not what you do, it is how you do it. 
How can we use limited resources to get the best results - to effectively spend the investment of taxpayer 
dollars? 

           In my over 25-years of state service and 20 years of local citizen involvement, I have never felt so 
shut out and de-valued. Seasoned members and dedicated professionals should have been our 
representatives in open public debate. We needed them. The public needed them. 

          Mr. Speaker, Members of the House, let me close by quoting the first Speaker of this Assembly almost 
400 years ago, John Pory, as he argued against dictates of martial law: "Peace is best preserved by 
giving information to the people." This budget process, this year, was a major break with that tradition. 
Many of you will be here long after I am gone. What you have witnessed ... what the public has been 
subjected to ... must not become precedent.  
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Membership in the League of Women Voters of Virginia 
 

Reminder: For all MALs (Members-at-Large) units and unaffiliated statewide MAL members, it is 
time to renew your membership.   The fiscal year runs from July 1st to June 30th each year.  If you have questions 
about membership status, please contact your local League membership chair.  

Join:  If you are not a member of the League of Women Voters and would like to join.  Please visit our 
website at www.LWV-VA.org  and select JOIN.  Our membership form is available by clicking the “Join Now” 
icon on the far right.   

Contribute:   The LWV of Virginia appreciates the donations of members and nonmembers.  Your 
contributions will allow us to do more to inform voters and advocate for our positions.  For donations to be tax 
deductible they must be made to the “LWV-VA Education Fund”, those funds can only be used for educational 
purposes. Thank you for including the League in your charitable donations.  Donations may be paid via our 
website through PayPal or by sending your checks to:  

LWV-VA, P.O. Box 621,   Centreville, VA   20122-0621. 
 

I want to support the important work of the League of Women Voters of Virginia.  Enclosed is my 
contribution.  Only contributions to the LWV-VA Education Fund are tax deductible. 
 

Name (please print) _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

City __________________________________  State ______________    Zip _______________ 
 

Email ________________________________    Phone  ________________________________ 
********************************************************************************* 
 
Reminder to Members:  Please keep your contact information current!  When your email address or other 
contact information changes, please notify your membership chair. 
 
 
 
 
Change Service Request 
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