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From the President’'s Desk
Olga Hernandez, President LWV-VA

We had some warmer than usual days in
February and now March came in like a lion
breaking all kinds of temperature and snow records
for the day. Hope everyone is looking forward to
spring like I am.

As the national saying goes, “change is
coming”, and the League needs to embrace it.
Change is hard, but to allow this organization to
grow, we have to do things in a different way. Look
at the growth of social websites, Facebook, Twitter
etc. A whole generation seems to be living in a
virtual world. How do we participate? How do we
encourage them to participate with us?

Our local Leagues need to look inside and
outside at their organizations to encourage new
blood and energy to our mission. We Leaguers
think and care about lots of different issues, we want
todo it all. Butitis harder to have the expertise to
train and deal with such a broadly focused agenda.
What can we do? That's a very tough question.
Like many other non-profits we are living in
challenging times where civic engagement is more
focused on single issue groups. Many members
support our broad ideals fully with funding but are
more reluctant to give of their time to get the work
done. That seems to be a trend. We still remain an
all volunteer organization, many single issue groups
have larger paid staff. The LWVUS has paid staff,
but their job is national not just Virginia.

Members need to take a good look at why
they joined the League, what they want to see
accomplished and how they can participate. Where
do we want to go/do? We are a unique organization
going into our 98 year. We must regroup and move
forward with the times.  Spring is a time of new
beginnings in nature and for the League.

The final call to convention went out to
Local League Presidents several weeks ago. You'll
find more details in this newsletter. We ask that
members look around and encourage newer
members to attend Convention and see what this
great organization is all about. All Convention
materials will be posted on the Members Only
website. The URL is not published to keep it
confidential as this newsletter goes to non-members
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alike. Call your local League president for that
information.

I have been honored to serve as your
President for almost two years. Many of you joined
the League because you agree with our positions and
to make a difference. | ask you to get involved and
take in a project, office etc to make sure this
organization remain relevant for the next 100 years.

See you at Convention in Reston,
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We've Reached Consensus!

The LWV-VA Board confirmed that the
local Leagues reached consensus on a new position
regarding our Restoration of the Civil Rights of
Felons in Virginia. The committee chaired by Molly
McClenon proposed the following position to be
included in our Positioned for Action document after
convention.

The League’s Position

The League of Women Voters of Virginia
believes that
* the civil rights of felons in Virginia should be
restored automatically either upon their release from
incarceration or upon completion of probation or
parole.
* the procedure should be identical for all felons,
regardless of the nature of their crime.
* the process should be easy to understand,
accessible, transparent and fair
* information about the process should be available
to felons, the justice and correction system and the
general public.

Adopted February 27, 2009
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Another Election Year in Virginia

The 2009 General elections will be held on
November 3. The statewide offices of Governor, Lt.
Governor, Attorney General and all 100 seats in the
House of Delegates will be on the ballot. Localities
may have other items on the ballot.

The Republican Party will nominate their candidates
at a convention to be held on May 29 -30. The
Democratic Party will hold a primary on June 9.

The deadline for all candidates to have their petitions
inis 7:00 P.M. on June 9.
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News from the General Assembly
Olga Hernandez, President LWV-VA

The 2009 short General Assembly session
went by quickly. Our focused advocacy on
Redistricting reform legislation was not entirely
successful but we certainly made headway in getting
it unanimously passed in the State Senate 39-0. The
House was not as favorable again with a
subcommittee killing it repeatedly. Many
newspapers around the state support the non-partisan
commission concept and said so in various
editorials. | do believe we need to bring this up as
an issue in the fall elections. It is about good open
government.

The House of Delegates finally relented and
is allowing recorded votes in subcommittee, but only
when requested. They also acquiesced to provide
streaming video via the web of the House session,
something the Senate has been providing for a
number of years. The League has been advocating
for this so Virginian far away from Richmond can
see what their legislators are doing.

The Women Roundtable had great
attendance from outside visitors this year. Many
new legislative faces also addressed us. We
continue to moderate these forums every Wednesday
morning during the session. | thank Virginia Cowles
for taking notes.
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Centennial Anniversary of Equal

Suffrage League
Olga Hernandez, President LWV-VA

100 years ago a group of concerned women
met and established the Equal Suffrage League,
which met in November 1909. This group was the
precursor to The League of Women Voters of
Virginia. LWV-VA will be commemorating that
milestone with events with the publication of a new
book detailing that history. Thanks to Fairfax
historian, Bernice Colvard, and others for the
research into our history and the relevance of this
organization.

We have asked former state presidents for
their recollections. We would also like to ask 50
year members to write up their experiences in the
early years of their membership. More information
about the plans will be forth coming in the summer
Virginia Voter.
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Visit The Turning Point Plaza

Memorial to the Suffragists
Jane Barker, LWVFA member and TPP Memorial
Committee Chair

The LWV in the Fairfax Area has begun a
wonderful and exciting project to honor those brave
women who were imprisoned at the Occoquan
Workhouse in Lorton, VA in 1917 as a result of
picketing the Woodrow Wilson White House for
women's right to vote.

The memorial has been named "Turning
Point Plaza" (TPP) as the imprisonment and harsh
treatment these women endured was a "turning
point” in the struggle which brought national
attention to the American suffrage movement.

Dedicated on July 27, 2008, the memorial site is
located in Occoquan Regional Park, across the street
from the original site of the Occoquan Workhouse.
The TPP has a large brick plaza and three wayside
interpretive displays telling the suffragists' stomyda
the need to be vigilant about equal rights for women

Plans for future improvements are being worked
on by the TPP Planning Committee which is made
up of LWVFA members as well as partnerships with
the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority,
George Mason University's Center for Women and
Gender Studies, the Lorton Arts Foundation, the
Sewall-Belmont House and Museum, the Occoquan
River Communities and others. The memorial
project will be completed by 2010, the 90th
anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment.
Funds are being solicited to help with the
construction of the memorial. Details on giving are
found at:.www.lwv-fairfax.org and you may email
guestions tosilentsentinels@live.com

On May F'in Lorton, Virginia, a LWVFA award
event is being planned to honor a woman who has
been instrumental in advancing voter participation
and been an outspoken advocate for the voting rights
for all as well as being an inspiration and educator to
the general public. "The Silent Sentinal
Award" event will also kick off the memorial
fundraising efforts and all LWV members are
invited. Please watch tlvewvw.lwv-fairfax.org
website for details on this event. Also, attendees of
the State Convention are invited to visit the TPP
memorial on Sunday afternoon after the Convention,
perhaps on your way home! Details on all will be in
your State Convention information packet.
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LWV-VA Needs Youl!

You probably joined the League because
you share its values and want to make a difference.
Here's your chance!

Our State Convention will be held in May in
Northern Virginia; we have several board positions
to be filled and we need you, your skills and talents
to get this done! Are you up to the challenge to
respond to our needs and step up to make sure things
get done?

The following offices are open:

The Board meets 4 times a year. Information is
distributed via email, the board term is for two years.
We have board members who are creative, energetic,
enthusiastic, but we need help! We can't always
expect the same members to do the work for all of
us; we need new and fresh ideas to add to our team
to keep the League light shining brightly in Virginia.
Many hands and minds make light work for
everyone!

If you are able to meet the challenge or need
more information, please contact:
Betsy Mayr — Chair of Nominating Committee
Emayr59433@aol.conT03-777-9425.
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News from LWVUS

At its January meeting, the LWVUS Board
of Directors decided to suspend publicatiof bé
National Votermagazine (paper and digital) until the
League's finances are healthier. Publication costs for
the national league's magazine are prohibitive in a
time of budget cutbacks. The LWVUS Board
and staff are committed to finding new ways to
deliver information to members and supporters. See
the LWVUS web site for a continuing source of
information at www.lwv.org.

We encourage you to sign up for the
LWVUS Leaders Update emails, they are distributed
each Thursday. This is a more timely less costly
distribution of information.
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D.C. Voting Rights

The LWVUS has a long held position in
support for D.C. Congressional representative.
Movement through Congress of the District of
Columbia House Voting Rights Act of 2008s
been stalled. Even though the bill passed the Senate,
debate in the House has been postponed. Opponents
of D.C. voting rights are attempting to derail the bill
using an amendment that would repeal D.C.'s gun
laws. Now, more than ever, it is important to urge
your Representative to support D.C. voting rights
and oppose all amendments!
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Speaker: State Convention 2009

Marcia Merrins will conduct a workshop on
Leadership at our 2009 Convention. She is currently
our liaison from the LWVUS a director and co-chair
of the Member Services Committee of the LWVUS.
She has been the New York State League president
(2003-3007), a former local League president for
many years, and served in other portfolios on the
state board. As a long time active member, she has
developed a profound, practical body of knowledge
about leadership skills necessary to be a successful
League leader. She has instituted the Ida Trager
Regional Workshop throughout the New York State
where League leaders receive leadership training and
dialogue issues with state board members. She has
also served as chair of the LWVNYS Education
Foundation.

She is a Brooklyn bred New Yorker that has
lived in Chautauqua County since 1974. She
graduated from Hunter College in NYC with a dual
degree in Biology and Elementary Education and
continued with graduate work at SUNY Fredonia.
Ms. Merrins has served on numerous boards in her
community. Marcia is currently president of the
Chautauqua County Board of Health. She is a
“foremother” of theChautauqua County
Commission on Women'’s Isszesl has served on

the local school board for five years.
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Convention Preparation

In preparing for the State Convention, you
should check the State League’s Members Only
website. Convention materials will be posted on
there. Call your local League president for access
information.
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Prepare for Fun:
Bring Treasures and Wallets to
Convention's $ilent Auction

One of the fun traditions at LWV-VA
Conventions is the silent auction. Members donate
some of their treasures that they no longer need;
other members bid on them; the highest bidder takes
home a new-to-them treasure, and the League adds
some needed dollars to its treasury to carry out more
good work in Virginia.

All members attending convention are
encouraged to contribute something; if you're not
attending, you can send something with someone
who is. What kinds of things are needed:
handicrafts, art work, collectibles, useful household
objects, you name it. We are also interested in
services; examples are "two hours of landscape
services," "50 cocktail party hors-d'oeuvres for a
date of your choosing," or "preparation of a tax
return.” If you have a vacation home, you could
donate a week for someone to use. Let your
imagination be your guide!

We'll also need helpers at convention
to assist with display and logistics of the auction.
Please contact Bonnie Franklin who is chairing the
event with your ideas and to volunteer; Bonnie may
be reached via e-mdFrank317@aol.coror phone
703-578-1935.
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Reminder: Electronic Newsletter

Just a reminder to those who are receiving
the electronic version of this newsletter: Adobe
Acrobat makes it possible to print on both sides of
the paper by first choosing to print odd numbered
pages and then putting the pages back in the printer
to add the even numbered pages. Also, if you don't
want to print out all the pages, you can chose just to
print specific pages you want.

Save Paper!

Please remember to update any email address
changes so you continue to receive all League
information.
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Prepare for Convention: Proposed
LWV-VA Bylaws Amendments

Proposed amendments to the LWV-VA
Bylaws will be posted on the internal (Members
Only) website along with other convention material.
The URL is not published to keep it confidential.
Your local league president has information on how
to access this website.

The 2009 proposed amendments will be
discussed and considered at the State Convention
and include:

changes to allow electronic decision making
for Board,

yearly budgets rather than two year budgets
(the budget would be approved at Council or
Convention depending on the year) and

changes to comply with LWVUS Bylaws
involving membership types (elimination of a lump
sum life membership).
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Recommended Program for 2009-2011

The Board reviewed the recommendations
submitted by the local Leagues and following
consideration decided to recommend an update of a
current position for the next two years. Several local
Leagues suggested components of the Election Laws
position that needed updating or addition material.
Examples of some of the areas were: released time
from work to vote, early voting, handling of state
mandates that are not funded, giving more power to
State Board of Election to establish voting precincts,
feasibility of extension of polling hours in case of
emergency, handling of absentee voting, and using
machine voting that leaves a paper trail. The
Convention booklet report will have more details
about this recommended study as well as the non-
recommended studies.

If you would be interested in working on
this study group, if approved at Convention, please
let Program Director , Eileen Williams
emwilll@ix.netcom.conknow.

A potential chair of such a study group has
already been identified.
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We put the NOCK In Demosracy

LWV of the National Capital Area
Hold Capitol Steps Event

The LWV of the National Capital Area
(NCA) offers an evening of laughs with the fabulous
Capitol Steps Comedy group, Friday, March 20,
2009 at 7:30. The event will take place in the
Reagan Building located at 1300 Pennsylvania
Avenue in D.C.. The reservation deadline is March
13.2009. Tickets are $45 and can be obtained by
contacting Barbara Sherrill, 4826 N."SBtreet,
Arlington, VA 22207 with requests for tickets
identifying Name, Address and number of tickets.
Seehttp://www.lwvnca.orgfor additional
information.
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Loudoun County League Holds
Women’s History Month Tea

The LWV of Loudoun County is expanding
its annual Women’s History Month Tea into a “Meet
the Author” series. On Sunday, April 5 from 1:00-
4:00pm at the National Conference Center, Dr.
James Pfiffner, Professor of Public Policy at George
Mason University, will speak on “The Office of the
President and the Strategic President.” Dr. Pfiffner
has written more than a dozen books and is a noted
scholar on the presidency, American government,
and public management. Dr. Pfiffner’s books are
widely available. Dr. Pfiffner will stay after his

presentation to take questions and autograph books.

Don’'t miss this opportunity to hear a noted
speaker and network with colleagues and friends.
The cost is $45 per person and includes a light
buffet. The public is invited. Reservations are
required. Make checks payable to LWVLC and mail
to Hatsy Cutshall, 20371 Cockerill Rd., Purcellville,
VA 20132. For more information contact Glenda
Parsons,gparsO3@aol.corar Rosemarie Pelletier
rapelletier@patriot.ne703-779-9304.
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Thank You

Thank you to all members that responded to
our fundraising letter. We raised over $6,000 that
will go a long way to fund programs and efforts of
the state League.

The following are the names of donors since
our last publication.

Laura Anthony
Joyce Ard

Dee Ann Batten
Amy & Leo Burgett
Bettie Minette Cooper
Barbara Currie
Beverly Dahlin
Dorothy Davies
Margaret Denham
Eleanor Fina
Jennette Franklin
Susan Goode
Gloria Haher

Fred Hand

Olga Hernandez
Jane C. Hilder
Mary Houska
Elmira Hurd
Roberta Littlefield
John M. Lovelady
Robert Marlay
Therese Matrtin
Judith Miller

Paul Nelson
Elizabeth Rogers
Martha Rollins
Margaret Skovira
Anne Sterling
Kelly Stratman
Mary Swain
Patricia Szabo
Nancy Tate

Mary Louise Trusdell
Catherine Walker
Janet Wentworth
Orville Wolters
Sherry Zachry
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A/VE
LEAGUE of WOMEN VOTERS of VIRGINIA

CONVENTION 2009

REGISTRATION FORM
FOR INDIVIDUALS, PRESIDENTS, DELEGATES, OBSERVERSW® GUESTS

REGISTRATION TO BE RECEIVED IN LWV-VA OFFICE BY MAR CH 27, 2009

The 2009 LWV-VA Convention will be held in Sheraton HoteReston, VA.
Mail the bottom part of this page to the office addre#ls your check made out to LWV-VA.

REGISTRATION

May 2 & 3 Delegate & Banquet Registration Fee $95

Sunday only attendancegistration fee $25
(Registration fees include cost of site, coffee ksghandouts)

All Breakfast & Lunches will be on your own.
(Starbucks coffee & other food items are available etdhby gift shop.
Syrah Restaurant is on premise with a breakfast tfioffeb12.00, lunch averages $15)

May 2 Banquet included in Delegate Registration fee
Banquet Only Fee: for League guests that wish to atterilathguet & do not attend
other functions & meetings. $50

Sheraton Hotel Room Reservations: (Double or Singteancy, plus taxes) $99

Make reservations directly with hotel Agril 9, 2009
http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/booking/reseratio8902067742&key=1D190OR
you can call: 1-800-392-7666 or 703-620-9000 (local).

Cut and mail form below----------=-- oo

Name of Participant (Please print)
Phone number Email

Who are you sharing a room with

Local League:

President: Delegate: MAL Chair: NCA Chair: Observer: st: Gue
Banquet Menu Choices  Salmon: Chicken: Vegetarian:

TOTAL ENCLOSED FOR REGISTRATION : $ Check #
Make check payable to: LWV of Virginia

AND MAIL TO LWV-VA, 6415 Emerald Green Court, CentrevillgA 20121



Membership in League of Women Voters

Reminder: For allMALs (Members at Large) units and unaffiliated statewid@AL members, it is
time to renew your membership. The fiscal year runs fhoim = to June 39 each year. If you have questions
about membership status, please contact your local Leagubership chair.

Join: If you are not a member of the League of Women Votedsnould like to join. Please visit our
website awww.LWV-VA.org and select JOIN. Our membership form is availabledbgction “Join Now”.

Contribute: The LWV of Virginia appreciates the donations of membacsreonmembers. Your
contributions will allow us to do more to inform voters @uVocate for our positions. For donations to be tax
deductible they must be made to th&\fV VA Education Furidthose funds can only be used for educational
purposes. Thank you for including the League in your chagitddrhations. Send your checks to:

LWV VA, 6415 Emerald Green Court, Centreville, VA 20121-3824.

| want to support the important work of the League of Women Votersyaii®i Enclosed is my
contribution.

Name

Address

City State Zip
Email Phone

Change Service Request

” /) Nonprofit Org
OF US Postage
6415 Emerald Green Court PAID
Centreville, VA 20121-3824 Williamsburg, VA
Permit No. 9
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