
Fall Workshops September 17 in Charlottesville 

Constitution Day — September 17 
                                                                                  by Olga Hernandez 

The United States Constitu-
tion was signed on Septem-
ber 17, 1787; it replaced the 
Articles of Confederation.  
Starting this year, all educa-
tional institutions that ac-
cept Federal funding will be 
required to teach about the 
document each September 
17th, before or after, if the 
date falls on a weekend.  
West Virginia Senator, 
Robert Byrd, inserted the 
provision in a massive 

spending bill in 2004; it was 
done in response to his con-
cern regarding the public 
ignorance of the subject.  All 
Federal employees will also 
participate in training about 
the document, which is often 
cited but few have read com-
pletely.  The original copy of 
the document is displayed as 
a part of the Rotunda for 
the Charters of Freedom in 
the National Archives Build-
ing located on Constitution 

Avenue in Washington D.C.  
The building was renovated 
in 2003.   
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Saturday, September 17, 2005, 9:30 A.M.  – 2:30 P.M. 

Doubletree Hotel, Hilton Heights Road, Charlottesville 22901 

Sept. 17th will provide all of us a learning experience.  We will present a speaker on our new 
study of Reapportionment and Redistricting.  We will also learn more about the importance 
of your local Observer Corps and our LWV VA Observers at the General Assembly. 
 Come to associate with your local and state leaders, and receive useful handouts to 
help you do your league job in 2005-06.  We want to share our skills and plans with you and 
listen to you share your success stories and ask your questions.  This is the only day each year 
set aside for local league training.  Please take advantage of this opportunity. (Registration 
form on page 6.) 

PROGRAM
9:30 – 10:00 A.M. Registration, Coffee and Pastries, Opening Remarks, Welcome, and 
   Announcements 
10:00 - 11:00 A.M.  Featured Speaker on Reapportionment and Redistricting  
11:00 - 12:00 P.M.  Morning Breakout Sessions:

New Reapportionment and Redistricting Study 
Observers 

12:00 - 1:00 P.M.  Lunch 
1:00 - 2:30 P.M.                Afternoon Breakout Sessions: 

�x�� Katie Hobbs marries and 
moves to Georgia 

�x�� Anne Sterling appointed 
volunteer lobbyist-advocate 
for LWVVA in Richmond 

�x�� Senator Whipple to sponsor 
Women’s Roundtable dur-
ing 2006 General Assembly 
in Richmond 



The summer has afforded 
your leaders time to plan for 
training, teamwork, calen-
dar planning and a new vi-
sion for the next two years.  
Please join us in making the 
LWVVA a vital organiza-
tion again. 

We would ask that each of 
you get to know us better by 
attending workshops, 
Women’s Roundtable and 
League Day.  We plan these 
meetings especially for you 
and only succeed when you 

respond. 

As you know, we have pro-
vided you with several up-
dated publications: The 
Member Handbook, The Leg-
islative Directory, and Your 
Virginia Government.  Please 
buy a copy of Your Virginia 
Government and promote it 
to your friends and associ-
ates.  The YVG sales have 
been steady but will be brisk 
with your help.  There is a 
box in this Voter for ordering 
YVG (see page 4). 

We look forward to 2005-06 
with new resolve to make a 
greater impact on our state.  
We will be working with 
newly elected Virginia state-
wide leaders.  It is a new 
day.  Join us for the fun and 
excitement of identifying 
with a powerful organiza-
tion, the LWVVA.  You 
have made us your leaders.  
Now, we want to make you 
our friends. 

Lulu

President’s Perspective 

Report on the 2005 State Convention by Sue Worden 

“Please join us in 
making the LWVVA 
a vital organization 

again.”
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The Loudon League welcomed more than 60 
delegates from all 12 local leagues to Freder-
icksburg for LWVVA’s biennial convention 
on April 30-May 1. 

The convention delegates made the following 
decisions: 

�ƒ�� Election of the following members of the 
board: Katie Hobbs, President; Lulu 
Meese, 1st Vice President; Olga Hernan-
dez, 2nd Vice President; Sue Worden, Sec-
retary; Marge Cox, Treasurer; and Di-
anne Blais, Julia Flowers, Bonnie Frank-
lin, Lynn Gordon, Donna Reynolds, and 

Doreen Williams, as Directors.  The 
nominating committee will include Amy 
Burgett, Rona Ackerman, and Doris 
Tillman.

�ƒ�� Authorized the Board to sublease the 
Richmond office for a period of no more 
than the term of the newly elected board, 
as long as it does not jeopardize the abil-
ity of future boards to reoccupy the 
space.

�ƒ�� Adoption of the 2005-2007 budget 

�ƒ�� Adopted all bylaw changes as recom-
mended by the Bylaws committee. 

�ƒ�� Adopted the recommended Program 
items:

1) one study item - Reapportionment/
Redistricting; and  

2) all present positions be retained for 2005-
2007

�ƒ�� Approved amending the LWVVA educa-

tion position part II to support 

“education for students with limited 

English proficiency”.  (Approved word-

ing will be sent to all local leagues.) 



Resolutions and Directions to the 2005-2007 LWVVA Board, and Current Status 
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At the 2005 state convention, local leaders gave the following resolutions and directions to the 2005-
2007 LWVVA Board: 

�ƒ�� Delegates directed that the state board provide a post-board summary of Board action within 14 
days of a state board meeting.  This has been implemented, starting with the June 18, 2005 meet-
ing.

�ƒ�� Directed LWVVA to join the Pro-Choice Coalition.  This is in progress.  Anne Sterling, LWVRMA 
will represent the LWVVA at these meetings beginning with the September meeting of the Coali-
tion.

�ƒ�� LWVVA board is to arrange for a board orientation/training for the board to assist state board 
members in working together as a team, to be conducted by an outside facilitator.  Training will 
take place in October 2005.  Facilitator is still to be determined. 

�ƒ�� Delegates directed that 2005 State Convention minutes be prepared and distributed to reading com-
mittee within 6 weeks of convention.  After being corrected, they are to be mailed to the local 
League presidents.  The minutes are with the reading committee now and will be sent to the presi-
dents in a timely manner.

�ƒ�� Directed Board to choose a strong Richmond lobbyist-advocate for our positions at General Assem-
bly.  This is to be somebody other than a state board officer.  We have appointed Anne Sterling 
from LWVRMA; she will work with observers, action director and the president. 

�ƒ�� You directed us to seek LWVUS clarification of the term “recountability” of ballots.  This was done 
and LWVUS responded with a generic answer that was forwarded to local League presidents in 
June 2005. 

�ƒ�� You asked us to ask local League presidents to designate an alternate leader to receive LWVVA 
communication when the local president is absent or not available for any reason.  The state board 
has requested this information.  Most of the local Leagues have complied with the request. 

�ƒ�� State board consider offering a statewide computer/internet introductory course.  The state board 
has not yet discussed this. 

�ƒ�� You further directed that we report the action taken in response to the above resolutions and direc-
tions in the September Voter.  This has been done. 

Your directions were good ones and we are happy to comply. 

DECEMBER 7th will be the Pre-session 
meeting of the Women’s Legislative Round-
table.  The meeting will be held in Richmond 
from 9:30 A.M. until 12:30 P.M.  Watch for 
more details in your local newsletter and the 
NovemberVoter. 

Silent Auction 

Many thanks to each of you who brought item(s) for 
sale and to each of you who made a purchase.  Your 
support netted the LWVVA over $700.00! 



New LWVUS Website 

YOUR VIRGINIA GOVERNMENT ORDER FORM 

Voters’ Service Deadline Information 

Challenge in 
Chesterfield
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After months of planning and hard work, the 
new LWVUS Web site is nearly complete. 
Once finished, there will be a brand new de-
sign and it will be much easier to navigate.  

Another new feature relates to 
online security. Although most of the infor-
mation on the new LWVUS site will be 
available to the public, some information 
will be limited to members.  Consequently, 
LWVUS has developed a login procedure for 
the members’ section using your own email 
address as your personal identifier.  

The first time you log into the new 
Web site you will go through an initial login 
process to set up your own password.  If 

your email address is in the LWVUS data-
base, that process will generate a security 
key that will be emailed to you.  Otherwise, 
the log in process will generate a security 
code that will be sent to you via U.S. mail. 
This may take up to two weeks. Once you 
receive your security code, you can log in 
and access your own profile page where you 
can set your own password.  To ensure you 
can access the members’ site as soon as it is 
up and running, please contact your local 
League membership chair with your current 
email address so she can update the national 
database. 

OCTOBER 10, 5:00 P.M.  LAST DAY TO REGISTER TO VOTE FOR 
     NOVEMBER 8 ELECTION 

NOVEMBER 3   LAST DAY TO VOTE ABSENTEE BY MAIL 

NOVEMBER 5   LAST DAY TO VOTE ABSENTEE IN PERSON 

NOVEMBER 8   ELECTION DAY, POLLS OPEN 6:00A.M.—7:00P.M. 

Provisional ballots cast by Election Board must be cast by 9:00A.M. on the following Fri-
day according to state law.  Local Electoral  Boards make the decisions as to whether a 
vote is counted or not adhering to Federal and State guidelines.  Virginia has a challenge at 
present as to vote cast for June primary in Chesterfield.  The State Board of Elections is 
opposing the Chesterfield Electoral Board’s decision.  The State Board can challenge this in 
court and ACLU is considering a challenge as well.  This is new for Electoral Boards and 
thus will have to develop clear decisions as to the count. 

Single Copy @$3.50 
25 or more copies @ $3.00 each 
Postage - 1 copy $1.50 and 25 copies or more $10.00 
Sales tax (5%)
Total enclosed___________________ 

Order from LWV VA Education Fund, 1685 Union Mills Rd, Troy 22974  
Mail to:
Name  ____________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________ 

Save on postage by ordering for delivery at the Workshop Day! 

VOTER AVAILABLE ON 
WEB

If you wish to receive The 
Virginia Voter electronically, 
please email the office at 
LWVVA@earthlink.net and 
you will be notified as soon 
as the new issue is available 
on the LWVVA website. 



State Study on Redistricting and Reapportionment 
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Katie Hobbs, President of LWVVA has resigned as of 
August 12, 2005 to live in Rome, Georgia, with her new 
husband, Tom Kent.  Katie expects to have a life of 
foreign travel and joy.  We wish you well, Katie.  
Thank you for your service to LWVVA. 

We are delighted to announce that Sen. Mary Margaret 
Whipple (D-31) has agreed to sponsor the Women’s 
Roundtable meetings during General Assembly.  Watch 
for additional information in the next Voter.

Jean McCart, President of the LWVVA in the 1980’s, 
died in early August.  She was a good friend and able 
leader of her local League and of the state League.  One 
of her strengths was organization.  She was greatly ad-
mired and loved by many in the League who knew her, 

and will be sorely missed.  Lulu Meese had this to say 
about Jean, “I was saddened to learn of [her] death.  
[She] was a dear friend and able leader for the Mont-
gomery County League and the LWVVA….  I will 
greatly miss communicating with Jean.” 

Patriot Act Forums have been scheduled in Richmond 
and South Hampton Roads.  The forum in Richmond 
on the evening of September 1 will feature a debate be-
tweenKent Willis of the ACLU and Larry Berry of the 
FBI.  For more information, contact Anne Sterling 
(804-285-8354).  The forum in South Hampton Roads 
on the evening of September 19 will feature a panel dis-
cussion to include U.S. Representative Robert “Bobby” 
Scott and Kent Willis, among others.  For more infor-
mation, contact Robin Gilbert (757-627-3396). 

In July 2004, the Fairfax League formed a study com-
mittee about redistricting in Virginia.  At the state con-
vention in April 2005, delegates received information 
about the current 20-year old LWVVA position on reap-
portionment and redistricting.  Additionally, they re-
ceived a list of reasons why a study of these positions is 
timely, and a proposed scope of work for the study.  The 
convention delegates unanimously approved a two-year 
study on “Reapportionment and Redistricting” that 
will include a review of the current position. 

Part I of the two-part study is complete.  All local 
league presidents have received this report electroni-
cally; it has also been posted on the LWVVA website.  
Although Part I is only a 7-page study, it is the result of 
almost a dozen meetings and many telephone calls and 
e-mails by a wonderful group of educated and thought-
ful women.  It contains a wealth of information related 
to the topic of redistricting, which is currently a hot 
topic nationwide.  It will serve as a firm foundation for 
Part II, scheduled for publication and discussion in the 
fall of 2006. 

At the September 17 LWVVA workshops in Charlottes-
ville, a guest speaker will discuss redistricting and an-

swer our questions.  The study committee will then pre-
sent a mock unit meeting.  Each attendee will receive a 
copy of the study, a sample discussion outline and other 
materials.  This should help each local league plan their 
fall unit meeting on this topic.  The committee encour-
ages as many people as possible to attend these events! 

The study committee’s first meeting to begin work on 
Part II of the study is on October 26 at 9:30 a.m. in 
Fairfax.  The committee will also compile the responses 
from local Leagues throughout the state to the candi-
date question: “Do you support a nonpartisan independ-
ent approach to redistricting?  Why or why not?”  
Please send the responses collected by your League by 
October 15 to Dianne Blais(diblais@gmail.com).  The 
committee will publish the results after the November 8 
election.

Stay tuned for updates in future Virginia Voters.  If you 
are interested in being a member of the state committee 
please call or e-mail me! 

Dianne Blais (703-830-1998), 

Redistricting Committee chair
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League of  Women Voters® of  Virginia 
2005-2006 CALENDAR 

Sept. 16 Board Meeting 
17 Fall Workshops in Charlottesville

      Constitution Day 

Oct.  1  Deadline for Nov. Voter
     Mid-Oct. Facilitator - trains LWVVA Board 

Dec 6 Board Meeting 
 7 Pre-Session Women's Roundtable; Legislative Luncheon 

Jan  11 General Assembly Opens 
        18 First meeting of Women’s Roundtable, Richmond 

Feb  7 Board Meeting in Richmond 
   Deadline for March Voterwith Council information 
8 League Lobby Day, Richmond  

April 28 Board Meeting 
        29-30 LWV VA Council  - Location TBD 

June 10-13 LWVUS Convention in Minneapolis

Call for Help From the Voter Editor
�x�� Pleasesend me copies of your newsletters: Lynn Gordon, 928 E. Goodview Drive, Virginia Beach, Virginia 

23464

�x�� Pleasesend me news of yourself or your local league.  This Voter belongs to everyone in the Virginia League 
and I’d like to include information from individuals and local leagues in addition to information from 
“official sources”.  Keep me posted by e-mail (gordlyn@yahoo.com) or by snail mail! 

LWV VA WORKSHOP  Reservation Form 
Cost: $20.00, includes materials, refreshments, and  lunch
Reservations due by Tuesday morning, September 8.  Please make check payable to LWV VA 
Mail to:  LWV VA, 1685 Union Mills Road, Troy, VA  22974   
by phone/fax: 434-295-4345; email: schutz67@earthlink.net 

Lunch will be provided by the hotel – chicken salad & rolls 

Name: ________________________________________  

Phone:____________________________  

League________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _______________________________                             

Morning Workshops 10:30 - 12 N – Check one for a.m. 
_____(1) New Study-Reapportionment & Redistricting  

_____(2) Observers - How it works 

Afternoon workshops 1- 2:30 p.m. - Check one for p.m. 

_____(3) Organization/Membership 

_____(4) Fundraising/Treasurers 


