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Voter Available on Our Website

Would you like to receive less paper in the mail? Our office will be glad to send you a notice via e-mail that the
Virginia Voter has been posted on our website if you prefer to get it that way. Please notify the office, viae-mail, of
course! See page 3 for contact information.




The League of Women Voters has been involved
in the elections in our country for many years and we
have seen some voters conclude that some elections
are not as important as others—or think that it was
only important to vote in the national elections.
There are no unimportant elections! Each person
elected is part of the whole, part of the foundation of
the community in which they serve, and therefore an
integral part of our state and our nation.

It is easier to get involved in local affairs to make
adifference—and easier for citizens to see the results
of their efforts. It is up to us, as members of the
League of Women Voters, to do al we can to

encourage voters to take part in local affairs so they
can become educated voters for their local eections.
We al need to remember that by building a strong
voting public at the local level we are constructing a
strong foundation for our country as awhole.

In the upcoming months we will have many
opportunities to encourage citizens to get involved, to
learn al they can about the issues, and to cast their
votesthisfall.

I will see you at the workshop in September!!
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, in
addition has a new role as an dected school board
member.

National Debate Schedule

Presidential:

Thursday, September 30, at University of Miami in
Cora Gables, Florida

Friday, October 8, at Washington University in St.
Louis, Missouri

Wednesday, October 13, at Arizona State
University in Tempe, Arizona

Vice-Presidential:

Tuesday, October 5, at Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, Ohio
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Constitutional Amendmentson
the November 2004 ballot

Amendment #1: Apportionment--Articlell,
Section 6

The proposed amendment states that the members in
office when a decennial redistricting law is enacted
shall complete their terms of office and continue to

represent the districts from which they were elected
for the duration of those terms of office.

Amendment #2: Successon to the office of
Governor--Article V, Section 16

The proposed amendment expands the list of persons
who may serve as Acting Governor in the event of an
emergency or enemy attack that prevents the House
of Delegates from meeting to elect a person to fill the
vacancy.




League of Women Voters of Virginia Fall Workshops
Saturday, September 18, 2003

9:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.
M eadows Presbyterian Church, 2200 Angus Road, Charlottesville 22901

PROGRAM

9:30 a.m. Registration, Coffee and Pastries
10:00 a.m. Welcome LWVVA President Katie Hobbs
10:15 Workshops

Public Relations, Fundraising and M ember ship

L ouise Hutchinson, Williamsburg
Panel: Sue Friedman, Molly O'Brien, Carla Sykes, Charlottesville

Know Your League Positionsand How to Use Them Phyllis Bailey
11:45a.m. “Settling In” Break
Noon Lunch
12:45 p.m. Workshop: Restorative Justice:  Preparation for local consensus meetings
Lulu Meese and Phyllis Turner Lawrence
2:15p.m. Wrap Up and Adjour nment Katie Hobbs
2:30 p.m. Adjournment

Please note some new information

To Contact the League of Women Votersof Virginia
Toll Free: 888-428-1293

President: Katie Hobbs, 337 Carrsbrook Drive, Charlottesville, VA 22901-1005, 434-978-7596,
katiehobbs@ear thlink.net

Office (for administrative matters): LWV VA, Frances Schutz, Office Manager, 1685 Union Mills Road,
Troy, VA 22974, phoneffax: 434-295-4345, toll-free: 888-428-1293, schutz@cstone.net

Treasurer (for financial matters): Leo Burgett, LWVVA, 2721 Arrandell Road, Midlothian, VA23113,804-
379-9007, leo.bur gett @power .alstom.com

http://virginia.va.lwvnet.org




Restorative Justice Study: Consensus Time

After almost two years of considering the topic, workshop in Charlottesville is a place to get further
Leagues across the state will arrive at consensus on guidance on thisimportant subject.

our Restorative Justice study this fall. The study Please review the materials you have received to date

and many local Leagues held informational meetings thorough understanding of the subject before you
on the topic during the past year. The September 18 participate in discussion and consensus.

Consensus Questions

1. Do you support Restorative Justice programs as an option for our criminal justice system:
for adults? ___ forjuveniles? ___ for both?

2. If yes, when should major intervention take place?
for juveniles? _ for adults?

3. Who should be involved in the programs?

Juveniles Adults

Juvenile justice system Victims

Schools Adult correction system
Family Religious organi zations
Victims Community

Community Offender

Offender Employers

Future employers Adult education programs
Religious organizations Family

4. What programs should be offered as options?
Victim offender dialogue
Victim impact and empathy training
Dialogue seminars about accountability and community involvement
Other

5. How should offender, family, relatives, neighbors, and community be involved?
(example: required parenting classes)

6. Who should collect information and set standards for options?
Local agencies
Funding sources
State agencies
Courts

7. Who should evaluate equitable access to the programs and the effectiveness of the programs? What measures
are important?
(Example: victim satisfaction, offender compliance, extent that harm is repaired, recidivism, restorative
community services that build skills or offer reasonable financia fine)



Around the State

Virginia's Newest L eague, a note from the president

The Fluvanna LWV has many reasonsto
celebrate: In January, we were approved by the
LWVUS Board as afully accredited League. Our
forums on information for the community this past
year included topics on the Future of Education in
Fluvanna County, and Public
Saf ety/Preparedness/Security. We also held a
candidates forum last fall. These continue to be well
attended, despite more than our share of incredibly
bad weather for several. Several members worked
hard to gather preliminary information for the
Restorative Justice Study, one member was able to
attend State Council, and new member Natalie Testa
was ableto find volunteer spots on the floor of the
LWV US convention for two other membersfor a
day. Our extremely modest budget would not have
allowed us to support their attendance otherwise.

Our first finance drive ever has been a modest
success financially, but we are fortunate in other
ways with the results. We have gotten one new
member, one returning, and both Ed Fund
and operating fund donations from five

Women’ s Roundtable
Pre-Session Meeting

The pre-sesson meeting of the Women's
Roundtable will be held in Senate Room 4 of the
Capitol in Richmond on Wednesday, December 1.
We plan a morning (9:30 am. until 12:30 p.m.)
packed full of legidlative information by dynamic
speakers such as a judge from Charlottesville
speaking about our children; a delegate on budget
matters, education, and how we are planning for the
future with funding and curriculum; and other
senators and delegates with their visons of the
upcoming 2005 session.

LOOK FOR MORE DETAILS IN OUR FALL
NEWSLETTER

nonmembers! Not bad for an initial request, in which
we sent out 63 letters, in arura county, in the
summer too! Well change that next year. That'sin
addition to the $25 in cash we collected from
members in our first 'ballot’ box at our annual
meeting. The box is plastered with 'Take A Friend to
Vote' & 'Democracy is hot a Spectator Sport' bumper
stickers—actually rather colorful, and at least

that time, highly effective.

Much of our communication happens
electronically, with only three members not having
email—they have received information via
USPS. We're also planning our first newsletter for
late August publication viaemail. Also slated for
publication thisfall is our first "Factsfor Voters," or
whatever we finally chooseto call it.

We continue to have membership as a prime
concern. The finance letter was afirst step, asit
featured prominently that we would welcome new
members.

Sharon Beeler, President
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Remember How Women Got the Vote?

by humbled and voting

The women were innocent and defenseless. And
by the end of the night, they were barely alive. Forty
prison guards wielding clubs and their warden's
blessing went on arampage against the 33 helpless
women wrongly convicted of "obstructing sidewak
traffic.”

They beat Lucy Burn, chained her hands to the
cell bars above her head and left her hanging for the
night, bleeding and gasping for air. They hurled Dora
Lewisinto adark cell, smashed her head against an
iron bed and knocked her out cold. Her cellmate,
Alice Cosu, thought Lewis was dead and suffered a
heart attack. Additional affidavits describe the guards
grabbing, dragging, beating, choking, slamming,
pinching, twisting and kicking the women.

Thus unfolded the "Night of Terror" on November
15, 1917, when the warden at the Occoquan
Workhouse in Virginia ordered his guards to teach a
lesson to the suffragists imprisoned there because
they dared to picket Woodrow Wilson's White House
for the right to vote. For weeks, the women's only
water came from an open pail. Their food—all of it
colorless slop—was infested with worms. When one
of the leaders, Alice Paul, embarked on a hunger
strike, they tied her to achair, forced a tube down her
throat and poured liquid into her until she vomited.
She was tortured like this for weeks until word was
smuggled out to the press.

S0, refresh my memory. Some women won't vote
this year because—why, exactly? We have carpool
duties? We have to get to work? Our vote doesn't
matter? It's raining?

Last week, | went to a sparsely attended screening
of HBO's new movie "lron Jawed Angels." It isa
graphic depiction of the battle these women waged so
that | could pull the curtain at the polling booth and
have my say. | am ashamed to say | needed the
reminder. There was atime when | knew these
women well. | met them in college—not in my
required American history courses, which barely
mentioned them, but in women's history class. That's
where | found theirrepressibly brave Alice Paul. Her
large, brooding eyes seemed fixed on my own as she
stared out from the page. Remember, she silently
beckoned. Remember.

| thought | always would. | registered voters
throughout college and law school, worked on
congressiona and presidential campaigns until |
started writing for newspapers. When Geraldine
Ferraro ran for vice president, | took my 9-year-old
son to meet her. "My knees are shaking,” he
whispered after shaking her hand. "I'm never going to
wash this hand again.”

All these years later, voter registration is still my
passion. But the actual act of voting had become less
personal for me, more rote. Frankly, voting often felt
more like an obligation than a privilege. Sometimes,
it was even inconvenient. My friend Wendy, who is
my age and studied women's history, saw the HBO
movie, too. When she stopped by my desk to talk
about it, she looked angry. She was. With herself.
"One thought kept coming back to me as | watched
that movie," she said. "What would those women
think of the way | use—or don't use—my right to
vote? All of ustakeit for granted now, not just
younger women, but those of uswho did seek to
learn." Theright to vote, she said, had become
valuableto her "al over again." HBO will run the
movie periodically before releasing it on video and
DVD.

| wish all history, socia studies and government
teachers would include the movie in their curriculum.
I want it shown on Bunko night, too, and anywhere
else women gather. | realize thisisn't our usua idea
of socidizing, but we are not voting in the numbers
that we should be, and | think alittle shock therapy is
in order. It isjarring to watch Woodrow Wilson and
his cronies try to persuade a psychiatrist to declare
Alice Paul insane so that she could be permanently
ingtitutionalized. And it isinspiring to watch the
doctor refuse. Alice Paul was strong, he said, and
brave. That didn't make her crazy.

The doctor admonished the men: "Couragein
women is often mistaken for insanity."

© 2000-2003 Houston Independent Media Center. Unless
otherwise stated by the author, all content is free for non-
commercial reuse, reprint, and rebroadcast. Opinions are those
of the contributors and are not necessarily endorsed by the
Houston Independent Media Center.

Note: The Fairfax League can take pridein having
obtained a state historical marker at the Occoquan
Work Housein March 1982 during the first Women’s
History Week (which later became “month”).



L eague of Women Votersof Virginia Fall Workshops
Registration Form
Saturday, September 18, 2003

9:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.
M eadows Presbyterian Church, 2200 Angus Road, Charlottesville 22901

9:30-10:00 am. Registration, Coffee and Pastries
PROGRAM
10:00 am. Welcome LWVVA President Katie Hobbs
10:15—noon  Workshops:
Public Relations, Fundraising and Membership L ouise Hutchinson, Williamsburg
Panel: Sue Friedman, Molly O'Brien, Carla Sykes, Charlottesville
Know Y our League Positions and How to Use Them Phyllis Bailey
Noon Lunch
12:45 p.m. Workshop: Restorative Justice Lulu Meese and Phyllis Turner Lawrence
Preparation for local consensus meetings
2:15p.m. Wrap Up and Adjournment Katie Hobbs
Directions:

Church is one block north and one block west of the intersection of US 250 and US 29.

From the east: 1-64 to exit 125 — US 250 West; go approx. 4.5 milesto US 29 exit ramp on right; stay in left lane
of ramp. Turn right onto US 29 and immediately at the light LEFT onto Angus. Church ison right at end of block.
From the north: US 29 to Charlottesville. At city limits, where Hydraulic Road crosses US 29 [K Mart on |eft], get
into rightmost lane. Turn RIGHT at the light at bottom of hill onto Angus. Churchis on right at end of block.

From the west: 1-64 to exit 118, go north on US 29/250 to exit where 29 branches off—signs say “to Washington.”
Immediately get into leftmost lane to turn LEFT onto Angus at 2nd light. Church isonright at end of block.

LWV VA WORKSHOP Reservation Form
Cost: $20.00, includes materials, refreshments, and box lunch

Reservations by Friday, September 4 to:

Please make check payableto LWV VA

by mail: c/o Frances Schutz, LWV VA, 1685 Union Mills Road, Troy, VA 22974
by phone/fax:  434-295-4345

Box Lunches (circle one):
1) Veggiewrap 2) Dijon chicken salad croissant  3) Dill and tomato shrimp salad croissant
All lunchesinclude salad, light dessert, and choice of soft drinks or non-carbonated beverages

Name: Phone;

Mailing Address:
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Established in 1920, the League of Women Voters of
Virginia is a nonpartisan, political organization that
encourages citizens to play an informed and activerolein
government. At the local, state, and nationa levels, the
League works to influence public policy through
education and advocacy. Any citizen of voting age, male
or female, may become a League member. All members
receive the National Voter, the Virginia Voter, and alocal
League newdletter.
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