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CELBRATE WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH WITH 

THE PRINCE WILLIAM AREA  
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

  
WHAT? IRON JAWED ANGELS— 
A 2004 HBO HIT MOVIE     

      
WHO?  STARRING:  Hilary Swank, Frances O-

 Connor, Julia Ormond  & Anjelica Huston 
  

ABOUT:   SUFFRAGISTS WHO WERE JAILED AT
  THE LORTON, VIRGINIA  WORKHOUSE IN 
  1918 FOR PICKETING THE WHITE HOUSE  
 FOR AMERICAN WOMEN’S RIGHT TO VOTE 

 
WHEN:    MARCH 17, 2009, 2-4 p.m. 
 
WHERE:   CHINN LIBRARY COMMUNITY ROOM 
13065 Chinn Park Drive, Woodbridge 
 
SPONSORED BY:  PRINCE WILLIAM AREA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
                                  
MORE INFORMATION:  CALL SHEILA SCHOOL, LWV PWA CO-
PRESIDENT, AT 703-492-4574    
 
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED  
 

Bring information about your club or organization to share.   
This event is open to the public. 

 
Don’t forget to check out our PWA website at http://www.lwv-va.org/pwc.html 

where you can get past newsletters and other announcements! 
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The LWV PWA joined other units at the January 24th meeting held by the Fairfax League.  The topic was 
“Gerrymandering in Virginia.”  Seven of our Prince William members attended the program. 
 
The panel discussion was moderated by Sara Fitzgerald from the Falls Church League.  Dr. Michael 
McDonald of George Mason University and Virginia State Delegate Kenneth Plum (D-36) served as the 
panelists. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Virginia made reforming the redistricting process our only priority for 
this legislative session. We worked with a coalition of organizations including AARP, the League of 
Conservation Voters and the Virginia Chamber of Commerce to secure some real change in the way 
district lines are drawn in Virginia after a census. A survey taken by the coalition indicated that very little 
is known by the general public about this issue. This coalition supports having either an independent or a 
bi-partisan commission determine the new district boundaries. 
 
Ms. Fitzgerald noted that in 2007, of the 100 Delegates in the Virginia House, 57 incumbents had no 
opposition. Of the 46 State Senators, 17 had no opposition. In 2008, for Virginia’s 11 Congressional seats, 
two races were uncontested by one of the major parties. Without competition, politicians have no 
incentive to accommodate the needs of their constituents. Just as bad, voters in these districts see no 
reason to go to the polls. Due to past practices, Virginia’s redistricting results must be approved by the 
Federal Elections Commission 
 
Dr. McDonald detailed redistricting practices in other states and how they affect voters and candidates. In 
most States, as in Virginia, the party in power draws the lines to the benefit of incumbents. This process 
often results in oddly shaped districts.  
 
Only Iowa and California have their lines drawn by an independent entity. Sometimes lines are drawn to 
benefit under-represented segments of the population.. 
 
Delegate Plum said he has been introducing bills to reform this process in Virginia for all his 38 years in 
the Legislature, to no avail. “If you leave this decision to the politicians, they will act in their own self-
interest,” he said. 
 
The meeting helped us understand the important nuances of this issue and gave us ideas on how to take 
action.    
 
 

 

  
 
 

January General Meeting:  “Gerrymandering in Virgin ia” 

 
You can receive updates on PWC government happenings by signing up for the Prince William 
County eNotifications Service which allows Prince William County to send electronic notices, alerts 
and information to subscribed users.  This service covers the BOCS, Planning Commission, Economic 
Development, the Library System, Police, Tax Office and more!  
 
Stay informed!  Visit http://www.pwcgov.org/eservices/enotifications/subscribe.asp to sign up. 2 

Get Official Notices Automatically  



 
Below is the confirmed schedule of high schools to 
be visited by the League of Women Voters and the 
Voter Registrar’s Office this spring. Two League 
volunteers are needed on each date from 7 a.m. to 
approximately 1:30 p.m.  First time volunteers will 
be paired with experienced ones for training 
purposes. 
  
Volunteers will assist government classes to register 
to vote and to try out the voting computers.  The 
Registrar staff will make presentations to the 
students, but those League volunteers who gain 
experience can also volunteer to make presentations 
from the Registrar’s outline. 
  
Please Email Judy Anderson at rqajpa@verizon.net 
or telephone her at (703) 335-9723 if you can 
volunteer to help the Registrar. Confirmation of your 
assigned dates will be distributed soon thereafter. 
 
Osbourn Park –Feb. 17, 18 - Covered 
Forest Park –Feb. 19, 20  - Covered 
Battlefield –Feb. 24, 25 - Covered 
Brentsville –Mar. 10, 11 
Stonewall Jackson –Mar. 17, 18 
Freedom –Mar. 24, 25 
Hylton –Mar. 31, April 1 
Gar-Field –April 14, 15 
Potomac –April 22, 23  
Woodbridge –April 28, 29 
 

TThheeyy  RReepprreesseenntt  YYoouu  iiss  nnooww  oonnll iinnee!!       
 

Use this valuable resource to identify your local, 
state and federal leaders. 

 
http://www.pwcgov.org/library/magic/PDF/TheyRepresen

tYou.pdf 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Annual LWV PWA luncheon meeting is 
coming in May! 
 
Lee Hendricks will give a presentation with slides 
on “Rebuilding Afghanastan’s Government.” She 
will also bring the Afghan Chaudri, known in the 
United States as the “Burka.” 
 
Lee worked for the United Nations during the 
Emergency Loya Jirga, the Presidential election and 
the elections for provincial and national legislatures.   
 
The meeting will be held at DAKS Grill in 
Woodbridge and will begin with a social gathering 
Lunch will be served at..  Stay tuned for more 
information! 
 
 
 
 
 
LWV PWA, our League, is:  

·  getting ready to elect some new officers at 
annual meeting in May 2009; 

·  streamlining our on-line Newsletter so 
members can scan/learn/ respond quickly; 

 
LWV USA, National League, is: 

·  Asking for all LWV members to try to come 
to consensus about some changes in our 
national position on how we elect the US 
President and Vice President.  

·  Suspending both print and on-line versions 
of “The Voter” national member magazine 
due to escalating costs. 

You can track changes to our League at 
http://www.lwv-va.org/pwc.html 

See more information on the National League at 
www.lwv.org. 

 

Voter Service Update 
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Contact 
Katherine Gotthardt, 
Newsletter Editor  

kgotthardt@comcast.net  
 

Questions? Comments? 
Ideas? 

 
NNeeww  MMeemmbbeerrss,,  WWeellccoommee!! 

 ………………… 
Welcome, Katy Long!  We are pleased you 
decided to take part in our meaningful activities. 
We look forward to seeing you at our next event! 

 

Thanks to all our 
dedicated volunteers 
who help make our 
registration and 
educational programs 
successful.  Our League 
is strong because of our 
members!   

 

Annual Meeting Coming! 

You May Have Heard About Some 
Changes—Here Are the Facts! 

 



 
 

 
 
The US President is not elected directly by citizens.  When we go to the polls and cast our ballot, we are 
not directly voting for the president and vice-president.  We are actually sending instructions to our 
“Elector,” who is a member of the Electoral College, to vote for the candidate of our choice.  “The 
Electoral College was established by the founding fathers as a compromise between election of the 
President by Congress and election by popular vote.”  On November 4, we citizens cast our votes for 
President and Vice-President.  Forty days after Election Day, the electors from each state and D.C. met to 
cast votes. 
 
There are numerous reasons why considering a method different from the current method is appropriate.  
Contemporary ideas and ideals of democracy call for the direct election of the president by popular vote.  
More than 70% of Americans prefer election by popular vote.  Under the Electoral College method a 
candidate can become president when he/she has not won the election by popular vote.  There have been 
four such outcomes in our 232 years of existence.  The National Archives cite more than 700 proposals 
introduced in Congress seeking to either revise or abolish the Electoral College.  Several joint resolutions 
on this issue have been introduced in this most recent Congress only to be “lost” in the House of 
Representatives Committee on the Judiciary. 
 
Is abolishing the Electoral College the optimal method of bringing reform of the election of the President?  
If Congress were to amend the Constitution to abolish the Electoral College and establish presidential 
elections by popular vote, the amendment would need to be ratified by three-fourths of the states.  An 
amendment is problematic. 
 
Meet “The National Popular Vote Compact Proposal” (NPV Compact)!  The NPV Compact proposes 
electing the president by popular vote without amending the Constitution.  The compact would be a formal 
agreement among states to cast all of their electoral votes with the candidate who has the greatest number 
of votes by citizens.  The goal is to have enough states as members of the Compact to guarantee there 
being at least 270 electoral votes in favor of the winning popular vote.  Thus the Electoral College would 
consistently carry out the will of the people. 
 
The LWV US has a Position in favor of electing the President and Vice-President by popular vote.  The 
League is requesting members to reach a consensus on the NPV Compact.  Preparation for 
Consensus:   The LWV of Fairfax has graciously shared its material with our PWA unit.  To learn more 
about the electoral college and its limitations and the NPV Compact: 

·  Go to the internet to www.lwv-fairfax.org. 
·  Below the second paragraph, find “Click here for February Materials.” 
·  Click on the word here. 

Pages EF1-5 summarizes the popular vote, the Electoral College, and the NPV Compact. 
Consensus Questions:  At the end of the site quoted above, go to page 5.  The page is entitled 
“National Popular vote Compact Consensus Questions.”  There will be two ways to submit your answers 
to the Consensus Questions.  There will be a special meeting in April  or you can submit your answers to 
Shirley White via internet, mail, or telephone.  More information will be provided about the special 
meeting (location, etc.) and how to submit your answers to Shirley.  Your participation is very important so 
the League will know whether or not it may support the NPV Compact.   
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Popular Vote or Electoral College?   
What method do YOU think should be used? 


